
1

56th Annual
Interna�onal
Conference

2019



2

LDA POLICY
While LDA is pleased to present a forum for presentations and exhibits to benefit those 
concerned with learning disabilities, it is LDA’s policy not to recommend or endorse any one 
specific diagnostic or therapeutic regime, whether it is educational, psychological, or medical.
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A Message from the LDA President

Hello! Please join me in attending the 56th Annual International Learning 
Disabilities Association (LDA) Conference to be held in Fort Worth, Texas 
on February 18-21, 2019.  Both the Conference and Conference Program 
Committees have been hard at work to make this an event that you will not 
want to miss! 

The three and a half day conference is jam-packed with valuable information 
on learning disabilities (LD) and related disorders that will not only meet 
expectations but exceed those of parents of children with LD, educators 
in both the general education and special education classrooms, adults 
struggling with LD and the professionals who support both children and 
adults.  Our presenters are experts in their field from around the world.  The 
Conference Program Committee was very deliberate to create a diverse and 
informative conference for all.

Want to know about finding the appropriate support for college students 
with LD?  We got it! Assistive Technology for literacy?  We got it! Learning 
strategies for teaching self-advocacy and transition?  We got it! Updates on legislative issues from policy 
experts?  We got it! Personalized learning techniques?  We got that too!  You name it we probably offer 
it within the over 150 sessions offered throughout the week!  You can learn more about what will be 
offered by reviewing the the pages within and see for yourself!  Our member conference rates beat any 
comprehensive conference on learning disabilities  out there, so if you’re not a member already, consider 
joining and supporting LDA today. 

In this time of tight budgets we realize that many school districts can’t afford to send all their teachers to 
conferences.  However, by sending a few, the information learned can be brought back to the school and 
shared with others.  Parents may also be on strict budgets with the extra cost of therapy and/or tutoring 
for their child. But whether you are a teacher,  parent, or professional the networking with others and 
knowledge gained is priceless! 

I look forward to meeting you all in my great state of Texas in February.  Fort Worth is a fun and friendly 
place that provides a relaxed Texas cow town feel.  Who knows you may even see some real Texas 
longhorns walking down the street in the Stockyards!  Any questions, feel free to contact our national office 
or email me directly!  

The conference will take place at: 
Omni Fort Worth Hotel
1300 Houston Street
Fort Worth, TX 76102

(817) 535-6664
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A Message from the LDA Program Chairs
It is our pleasure to invite you to attend the 56th Annual International 
Learning Disabilities Association Conference in Fort Worth, Texas.  
Annually, for over 50 years, LDA has brought together the best minds 
in the field of learning disabilities to present cutting edge research, 
best practices, discuss current concerns, and bring conference 
participants up to date on critical public policy and legislation, which 
affect all individuals with learning disabilities.  This year’s conference 
is certainly no exception.

Our exceptional keynote speakers, Anne Ford (great-granddaughter 
of Henry Ford, author, parent, and advocate), Eric Tridas, MD, 
FAAP (Developmental Pediatrician, Medical Director of the Tridas 
Center for Child Development, and President of Developmental and 

Behavioral Pediatrics, Inc.), and Alba Ortiz, Ph.D. (University of Texas, and one of the nation’s leading experts on questions of 
special education for English language learners), were expressly invited as LDA’s keynote speakers to help us all explore the most 
pressing issues facing those with learning disabilities and those who work and/or parent them.  

The entire Program Committee was impressed by the number, scope and quality of the proposals submitted this year.  Exceptional 
sessions throughout the conference relate to such topics as:  early childhood, instruction, adult issues, public policy, mental health, 
cultural diversity, professional preparation, assessment, technology, and parents and family.  Long standing favorites like Table 
Talk for Teachers and Poster Sessions provide examples of the most current research.  Special 90-minute sessions have been 
planned to bring together some of the best researchers, key policy experts and practitioners in our field to present and discuss 
the challenges, opportunities and best practices being implemented across the country and internationally.  With more than 150 
sessions, there is something for everyone, whether you come as a parent, professional, or an individual with learning disabilities.

Woven into the conference are many attractions beyond the sessions, including our resource-packed Exhibit Hall and state of 
the art Assistive Technology Lab.  Monday evening will feature Anne Ford followed by a Welcome Reception.  Tuesday evening 
features an introduction to Texas – food, music, entertainment.  You will not want to miss anything!

Come prepared to not only take in everything that the conference has to offer but also the many wonderful highlights of Destination 
Fort Worth.  The host hotel is located in the heart of downtown Fort Worth and puts you steps away from exceptional museums, 
music, food, and green spaces. An extended stay offers one the options of such sights as:  Fort Worth Stockyards, Sundance 
Square, Six Flags Over Texas, and Texas Motor Speedway.

We look forward to meeting and talking with you! See you in February!

Lori Parks & Arlene Stewart
2019 Program Co-Chairs

LDA President
Beth McGaw

Host State Co-Presidents
Rachel Krueger  and Cathy Einhorn

LDA General Chair
BJ Wiemer

LDA Assistant General Chair
Candace Joles

Conference Committee: Sandra Britt, Ernie Florence, Connie Parr, Kaci Smith

LDA 2019 Program Committee

Program Committee
Lori Parks 

Plymouth, MI
Arlene Stewart

Asheville, NC
JoAnna Barnes

Chapel Hill, NC
Bob Broudo

Prides Crossing, MA
EunMi Cho

Sacramento, CA
Ernie Florence

Montgomery, IL
Suzanne Fornaro

Hayden, AL
Jennifer Harkins

Greenwich, CT
Beth McGaw

Dallas, TX

Connie Parr
Montgomery, IL

Melinda Parrill
Cornwall, UK

Patricia Peterson
Flagstaff, AZ

Carolyn Philips
Atlanta, GA

Wendy Salisbury
Norwalk, CT

Jerry Schultz
Needham, MA

Steve Russell
University Park, IL

Program Reviewers
Julia Frost

Clarksville, AR
Patricia Latham

Panama City, FL
Patricia Matthews

West Valley City, UT
Holly Rice

Duncan, OK
Sally Stover

Northbrook, IL
Joan Teach

Atlanta, GA
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PROFESSIONAL CREDITS
 
Continuing Education Credits
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA

 
 
For professionals in Education, Psychology, Social Work, Counseling, Vocational Rehabilitation, and other areas, 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) will be available. Although NOT equivalent to university undergraduate or graduate 
credits, CEUs are accepted by many local or state agencies and professional associations as evidence of professional 
growth activities for recertification or clock hours towards renewal. Since there is a great variability among agencies 
and professions about if and how CEUs are accepted, you should determine whether CEUs are applicable in your
individual situation PRIOR to coming to the LDA Conference.

The CEUs will be recorded on a certificate mailed to you and a Virginia Commonwealth University transcript, and can 
be obtained, without extra charge, as often as requested. It is up to the individual, however, to take responsibility for
having a transcript sent to the proper authorities.

One CEU is defined as ten contact hours, so it is possible to earn a total of 2.8 CEUs by attending all LDA Conference 
sessions, Monday through Thursday. Credit for attendance for full, but not partial days is available. A one-time 
processing fee of $30.00 will be charged regardless of the number of CEUs earned at the LDA Conference. Master 
Card or Visa credit cards and personal checks may be used.

If you choose to pay by credit card, you must log in at 
https://www.continuingstudies.vcu.edu/wconnect/aai3/home.htm and create a new account by following the directions 
on this website. Once logged in, click on ‘Complete Listing’ and choose the Learning Disabilities Association 
Conference from the course list. When your attendance is confirmed to VCU by the Event Coordinator, the completed 
number of CEUs will be added to your record, and your transcript and certificate will be mailed. You should receive a 
certificate and transcript by mail in approximately 3 weeks following the conference. For questions or problems with
your transcript, contact Nancy A. Lowe, 804-828-1322 or nalowe@vcu.edu.

IMPORTANT: A CEU table in the LDA Conference Registration area will be open from 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM each 
morning and then again for 30 minutes following the end of the last session of the day. To receive CEUs,
registration must be completed PRIOR TO ATTENDING THE FIRST SESSION for which CEUs will be received 
(INCLUDING the keynote sessions). Please be certain the information you provide is accurate. 

 

Graduate Credits
University of Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls, SD

 
 
Educators who seek graduate credit for licensure renewal, salary advancement, and/or special education graduate credit 
will have the opportunity to register for one, two, or three hours of credit by attending this conference and successfully 
completing course requirements.

Projects that will be required are practical and appropriate for your continued growth. Educators who plan 
to register for graduate credit should determine their individual needs before coming to the conference. An 
outline of the requirements can be secured by contacting the instructor (see below).

Registration will be done online and the syllabus will be available at that time. A sign will be posted stating the time a 
registrar will be available.

The cost of each hour of credit is $130. For further information contact:

Richard Owens, Ed.D.
Owensrichard24@gmail.com
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MONDAY STRANDS

Advocacy/Public Policy M17, M33, M36 Mental Health M4, M27, M39 

Assessment & Evaluation M18 Parents/Families M1, M11, M24, M29 

Cultural Diversity M12, M37 Post-Secondary/Adult 
Transition M6, M21, M31, M32, M34 

Early Childhood M26 Professional Preparation M3, M25 

Environmental/Medical  Related Disorders M8 

Instruction 
M1, M5, M7, M10, M13, M15, M16, 
M19, M20, M22, M23, M28, M30, 
M31, M35, M37, M38 

Technology M2, M11, M16, M22, M36 

Legal Justice M9, M25, M40 Urban Education M2, M8, M19, M24, M27 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18        8:00 AM – 9:00 AM   

M1 Parents/Family
Helping Students with Learning Disabilities Succeed: 
Strategies for Both Parents and Teachers
Elizabeth Organt, M.S., Hill Top Preparatory School, 
Rosemont, PA
Joyce A. Howley, Hill Top Preparatory School, 
Rosemont, PA

Parenting and teaching children diagnosed with learning 
disabilities can be challenging, as well as rewarding. This 
session provides first hand experiences, including the 
parental role in successfully navigating a child through 
the difficult process of finding proper support services and 
developing effective classroom strategies.

 Level: Basic

M2 Technology
Math Learning Disabilities, Dyslexia, and Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD): Understanding 
and Remediating Moderate Learning Difficulties 
(MLD)
Diana Kennedy, MindSpark, San Anselmo, CA

80% of people with Speech and Language Impairments 
(SLI) and 31% of people with ADHD struggle with 
math.  Join Board Certified Educational Therapist Diana 
Kennedy to learn the symptoms and causes of Math 
Learning Disabilities and their relationships with dyslexia 
and ADHD. Leave with games, lessons, and approaches 
to help your math students excel.

Level: Basic

M3 Professional Preparation
Real Schools, Real Teachers: A Problem-Solving 
Clinic
Steven Russell, Governors State University, University 
Park, IL
Holly Rice,  Cameron University, Lawton, OK
Evie Lindbergh, Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, OK

For the 24th year, a panel of authorities in teacher 
education, supervision, and related areas will give 
participants the opportunity to ask questions and receive 
answers to problems and issues related to the provision of 
services for student with learning disabilities. Of particular 
emphasis will be “how” to deal with teachers and other 
professionals “to get what you want and need.”

Level: Basic

M4 Mental Health
The Emotionally Hijacked Inattentive Female with 
Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD)/
Learning Disabilities (LD) Female:  How Can She 
Survive?
Joan Teach, Community Resource Center, Dunwoody, 
GA

Understand the emotional impact of the ADHD Inattentive 
female with compounding Learning Disabilities. Learn the 
secrets of understanding the triggers that hijack her as she 
lives her daily ADHD/LD life. Learn survival strategies for 
self-improvement.  Come walk with us to find a new path 
to a new life.

Level: Basic

M5 Instruction
The Imagery-Language Connection: Teaching All 
Children to Read and Comprehend 
Angelica Benson, Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes, 
San Luis Obispo, CA
Jennifer Sangave, Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes, 
Austin, TX

Imagery is a critical factor in cognition and language 
comprehension. Sensory input connects us to the language 
that we hear and read. This presentation examines 
how improvements in imagery have a lasting effect on 
reading and comprehension. Imagery-based instruction is 
successful for individuals with dyslexia, autism, and other 
learning disabilities.

Level: Basic
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M6 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Building Personal Accountability in Transitioning 
Young Adults 
Scott Adams, ADVANCE, Houston, TX 
Michele Bauman Joseph, The Gateway Academy, 
Houston, TX

How do you get higher compliance for skills that help 
transitioning young adults the most? Better goal setting 
coupled with a well-organized progress plan can reduce 
your clients’ anxiety while building personal satisfaction and 
accountability. Tips you can use regarding assessment, 
goal setting, and a functional process.

Level: Intermediate

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18       8:00 AM – 9:00 AM   

M7 Instruction
Implementing Evidence-Based Strategies to Improve 
the Written Expression of Students with Learning 
Disabilities
Joseph Sencibaugh Ph.D., Webster University, St. 
Louis, MO

Individuals attending this session will learn how to 
implement best practices for teaching written expression 
skills to students with exceptional learning needs who 
struggle with writing. Specifically, participants will learn 
how to informally assess students’ written expression in 
the five areas of fluency, syntax, vocabulary, structure, and 
content. After learning how to properly assess students, 
participants will learn how to implement evidence-based 
techniques for teaching the process approach to writing 
and writing instruction using learning strategies.

Level: Basic

M8 Related Disorders
Your Kid’s Gonna Be Okay: Conversations and Tools 
for Success 
Michael Delman, Beyond BookSmart, Needham, MA

How can parents and teachers get resistant students to try 
more effective tools and strategies? Through stories and 
demonstrations, this workshop articulates an evidence-
based methodology of helping young people with learning 
disabilities change. Learn effective communication 
strategies to develop your child’s executive function 
skillset for success in the classroom.

Level: Intermediate

LDA AT 
Solutions 
Lab
Living. Learning. Working. Playing.

Monday,
February 18, 2019
11:30 am to 4 pm, 

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm
Want to learn more about apps 

that support learning disabilities?
Join us for Tea & Talk sessions to 

review apps and learn about 
accessibility features on mobile 

devices and tablets!
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18        9:15 AM – 10:15 AM   
M9 Legal Justice
Legal Rights of Students with Learning Disabilities: 
An Introduction  
Rodolfo Estrada, Learning Rights Law Center, Los 
Angeles, CA
Samantha Cochran, Learning Rights Law Center, Los 
Angeles, CA

The session will: 1) introduce participants to basic special 
education law (least restrictive environment [LRE], free 
and appropriate education [FAPE], etc.); and 2) provide 
practice pointers for special education disputes (signing 
individual education plans (IEP), due process, etc.). While 
a general survey of the law, the information will be tailored 
to learning disabilities.

Level: Intermediate

M10 Instruction
10 Pearls of Executive Function (EF) for the 
Classroom 
Matthew Fisher, The Gow School, South Wales, NY

EF impacts our students both in the classroom and in daily 
life. In this session, we will cover 10 techniques to help 
improve executive function in the classroom. We will cover 
topics from organization, time management, and study 
tips, as well as samples that can be used in the classroom. 

Level: Basic

M11 Technology
Internet Safety:  Addressing the Needs of the Digital 
Generation 
Jessica Gallo, Maplebrook School, Amenia, NY

This session is designed to help educators provide a 
secure environment and give the necessary tools to their 
students to keep them safe on the Internet.

Level: Basic

M12 Cultural Diversity
Science Technology Engineering Mathematics 
(STEM)/Science Technology Engineering Arts 
Mathematics (STEAM) Strategies for Culturally 
Linguistically Diverse Students with Learning 
Disabilities
Patricia Santistevan Matthews, Northern Arizona 
University, Flagstaff, AZ
Patricia Peterson, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, 
AZ
Anthony Osborn, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, 
AZ
Claudia Rodas, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, 
AZ

STEM plus Arts strategies for diverse students and English 
Learners with Learning Disabilities will showcase these 
students’ strengths and honor their cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds. Session includes modeling and participation 
in STEAM integrated learning lessons that demonstrate 
creating innovative solutions to problems, incorporating 
cultural diversity, and providing English Learner strategies.

Level: Basic

M13 Instruction
It’s Authentic: Using Student Performance to Set 
Academic Goals
Wendy Salisbury, M.A., Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, 
CT

This session will help teachers learn how to use 
student performance diagnostically to set specific and 
individualized reading and writing goals. Following an 
overview of potential learning roadblocks, examples of 
student work will be analyzed to pinpoint where learning 
challenges occur. Goals and corresponding remedial 
plans will also be presented.  

Level: Intermediate
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18        9:15 AM – 10:15 AM   

M15 Instruction
Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences: Two 
Sides of the Same Coin 
Judith Fuhrman, Riverside Unified School District, 
Riverside, CA

The ability to draw conclusions and to make inferences 
require the same basic mental processes.  What are the 
skills and how can you help students to develop them? 
This hands-on session will provide fun teaching ideas 
that you can implement tomorrow in your elementary 
classroom with very little preparation.

Level: Basic

M16 Instruction
Johnny Still Can’t Read: Let’s Change That! 
Jean Bell, Benetech/Bookshare, Nederland, TX

By the time Johnny has been officially given the learning 
disability label, he has been subjected to numerous 
unsuccessful interventions.  Let’s examine strategies 
and available technology that will provide accessibility for 
Johnny so that he can progress in the general curriculum, 
develop reading skills, and work toward developing 
independence. 

Level: Basic
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18        10:30 AM – 12:30 PM   

POSTER SESSION 1

Research poster sessions provide an opportunity to find out the results of a variety of recent research 
studies and projects related to learning disabilities.  Visual displays on poster boards can be viewed and 
discussed individually or in small groups with the author(s). Abstracts will be available.

Coordinator: Steven Russell, Ph.D., Governors State University, University Park, IL

Evaluating the Effectiveness of Repeated Reading as an Intervention for High School Students Identified with 
a Specific Learning Disability (SLD)
Julie Southward, Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX

Poor reading skills can impact high school students with a SLD and affect overall academic achievement. This is 
due in part to secondary-level academic requirements with limited opportunities for remediation. Reading deficits can 
persist into adulthood, often resulting in lower family socioeconomic status, fewer educational opportunities, and limited 
opportunities for competitive employment. This study uses a multiple-baseline across participants designed to measure 
the effectiveness of repeated reading as a strategy to improve reading fluency with high school students who have been 
identified with a specific learning disability. 

Special Education Teachers’ Perceptions of Transition Best Practices and Barriers
Yvonne Moreno, New Mexico Highlands University, Las Vegas, NM

Effective transition practices are crucial to helping individuals set, achieving post-school goals, and living independent 
and productive lives. Study findings indicate that although participants perceive transition barriers as an impact on the 
post-school outcomes of students with disabilities. Best practices are being used at a minimal rate or are not available 
in schools. 

Strategies for Students with Specific Learning Disabilities to Access the General Education Curriculum 
through Co-Teaching
Kate Chambers, Ph.D., Southeast Texas Cooperative for Special Services, Liberty, TX

This study explored two co-teaching partnerships in an elementary school setting in South Texas. The study sought to 
determine the co-teaching practices that promoted student success through targeting areas of reading, mathematics, 
accommodations, and modifications.

Bring your coffee, wander among the displays, meet the researchers, and discuss their research 
in the informal forum of the POSTER SESSIONS.

Abstracts will be available. Open to all attendees.
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* Support through local and state groups and workshops.

* Advocacy through assistance, training and information.

* Resources on LDA website for parents, teachers, professionals, 
adults, and those new to learning disabilities.

* News briefings of the week’s top stories on learning 
disabilities and related topics via The LD Source, a weekly, 
free opt-in email resource.

* News from Washington: Monthly reports on legislative issues via 
Legislative News.

* LDA Today: LDA’s comprehensive national e-newsletter published five times a 
year. 

* Comprehensive website featuring exclusive members only area with access to leading 
experts and online training.

* Discounts on registration for state and national LDA conferences and workshops.

* Discount on a subscription to Learning Disabilities: A Multidiciplinary Journal, a peer-
reviewed journal published three times per year.

www.ldaamerica.org

POSTER SESSION 1 (Continued)
Kurzweil 3000 and Read & Write Gold: What Works
Jericha Hopson, Tarleton State University, Stepehnville, TX

This poster will present Kurzweil 3000 and Read & Write Gold, and their impact on students with dyslexia in higher 
education.

Impact of National Institute for Learning Development (NILD) Educational Therapy on Student Intellect and 
Achievement 
Shannon Kuschel, National Institute for Learning Development, Suffolk, VA

This poster session will disseminate recent research findings regarding the impact of National Institute of Learning 
Development (NILD) Educational Therapy on Full Scale intelligence quotient (IQ) and academic achievement in 
reading, written expression, and mathematics among students with various learning disabilities.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18        10:30 AM – 12:30 PM   

Bring your coffee, wander among the displays, meet the researchers, and discuss their research 
in the informal forum of the POSTER SESSIONS.

Abstracts will be available. Open to all attendees.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18                                         10:30 AM  –  11:30 AM   

M17 Advocacy/Public Policy
Survival Guide for College-Bound Students with 
Learning Disabilities
David Carson, Survival Guide for College-Bound LD 
Students, Bonita Springs, FL

The presenter will discuss his journey from grade school 
through college. He uses his real life experiences to show 
students, parents, and educators that the next great 
wave of diversity for colleges is students with learning 
disabilities/differences. David will review the skills and 
coping strategies it takes for youth/young adults to 
succeed in college.

Level: Basic

M18 Assessment & Evaluation
Using the Core-Selective Evaluation Process 
(C-SEP) to Identify Students with Specific Learning 
Disabilities
Edward Schultz, LDA Professional Advisory Board, 
Midwestern State University, Witchita Falls, TX

This session is designed to appropriately use norm-
referenced instruments to identify a pattern of strengths 
and weaknesses (PSW) using the Core-Selective 
Evaluation Process (C-SEP) to identify specific learning 
disabilities (SLD). A focus on application and a practical 
approach to integrate contemporary research with current 
practice and policy will be covered.

Level: Advanced

M19 Instruction
Academic Games: Jazzing Up Core Curriculum
Amanda Young, Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, 
TX
Madeline Thomas, Starpoint School at TCU, Fort Worth, 
TX
Lisa Silliman-French, Texas Woman’s University, 
Denton, TX

Adapted physical educators and classroom educators are 
encouraged to work collaboratively for effective teaching of 
students with learning disabilities. Academic games, that 
include physical activity, increase motivational levels and 
participation in the classroom. This activity based session 
aims to help educators implement academic games to 
help children learn core concepts. 

Level: Basic
 

M20 Instruction
Using the Concrete-Representational-Abstract 
Technique to Teach Algebra to Students with 
Learning Disabilities who Struggle with Problem 
Solving and Reasoning Skills 
Joseph Sencibaugh Ph.D., Webster University, St. 
Louis, MO

Individuals will learn how to implement techniques for 
teaching algebra using the concrete-representational-
abstract (CRA) approach for affirming students’ conceptual 
and procedural knowledge. Participants will explore 
best practices by learning how to implement six different 
interventions for developing strategic competence by: 
1) performing arithmetic operations on polynomials, 2) 
solving equations and inequalities in one variable, and 
3) understanding how to solve equations as a process of 
reasoning for promoting adaptive reasoning skills.

Level: Basic

M21 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Pathways to Independence: Helping Our Teens 
Transition to Adulthood
Ruth Hughes, Ruth Hughes Consulting, Columbia, MD

The developmental lag experienced by students with 
disabilities, means the challenges of college and 
independence can be overwhelming. Assessing readiness 
for independence is crucial. This session will explore the 
options, how to prepare them for managing the demands 
of life, school, and disability management, and surviving 
the inevitable tough times.

Level: Intermediate
 

M22 Instruction
Blank Paper Is Boring:  Guided Note Taking with 
Google 
Sandi Smith, PATINS Project, Columbus, IN

Lecture is a fact of education, but we know that sit and 
get is the least effective way for students to receive 
information. Come along with me and learn how to resolve 
this conundrum with effective and dare I say fun guided 
note-taking.

Level: Intermediate
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18                                         10:30 AM  –  11:30 AM   

M23 Instruction
Develop Cardinality and Number Sense with Whole-
to-Part Icons of Quantity 
Christopher Woodin, Landmark School, Prides 
Crossing, MA

Learning and memory research tells us that multisensory 
integration is absolutely vital for children who have 
learning disabilities, as well as the best way to teach all 
students. Experiential, gross-motor activities provide a 
powerful approach to interact with recognizable whole-
to-part visual models. Students develop language skills 
necessary to describe math concepts and relationships as 
they perceive and process them. Simply put, students take 
patterns apart, then reassemble them while describing the 
process. Various games and activities involving both fine 
and gross motor skills will be demonstrated and supported 
with free online materials.

Level: Intermediate

M24 Parents/Family
Parenting African American Children with Disabilities 
in Exceptional Families
Dr. Maranda Griffin, Walden University, Minneapolis, MN
Dr. Nichole Thompson, Auburn University, Montgomery, 
AL

This session will share the lived experiences and 
reflections on critical incidents around our identities as 
African American mothers, narrating their shared journeys 
of parenting children with disabilities. The presenters 
will dialogically compare experiences from the onset 
of diagnosis, explore loss, family systems, ecological 
systems, and offer strategies to foster insight for parents 
and professionals serving African American families with 
children with disabilities.

Level: Basic
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18         1:00 PM  –  2:00 PM 

M25 Legal Justice
Case Law Review: Developments in Learning 
Disability Law 2018-2019 
Rodolfo Estrada, Learning Rights Law Center, Los 
Angeles, CA

An overview of the legal cases in the United States from 
2018-2019 involving students with learning disabilities in 
the K-12 public school system. The session will provide 
insight into how the courts are implementing Section 504, 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for students with 
learning disabilities by delving into fact patterns, disputes, 
and remedies.

Level: Intermediate

M26 Early Childhood
Hands-On Social and Emotional Learning for 
Preschoolers with Special Needs
Dr. Sarah Abitbol, Daemen College, Brooklyn, NY

You will leave this session with realistic ideas to try 
tomorrow in your classroom to improve social-emotional 
competence and resiliency in preschool children. You 
will be introduced to evidence-based approaches for 
structuring social-emotional lessons that target both 
universal prevention goals and outcomes, and more 
intensive, targeted procedures for individual students.

Level: Intermediate

M27 Mental Health
Effective Techniques for Working with Students Who 
Are Verbally Aggressive
Beverley Johns, MacMurray College, Jacksonville, IL

Are you working with students who become angry and 
you don’t know what to do to calm them down? If so, 
this session is for you. With the increase in students who 
become aggressive, it is important to know how to prevent 
problems, how to diffuse possible volatile situations, and 
what to do in a crisis. 

Level: Basic

M28 Instruction
Outside the Classroom
Alexander Morris-Wood, Beacon College, Leesburg, FL

This presentation provides a comprehensive model 
focusing on how executive functioning, social, emotional, 
and self-care skill domains should be used to make post-
secondary determinations. An emphasis will be placed on 
dissecting disability services by comparing and contrasting 
types of resources, methods of accessing support, and 
barriers that surface for students with skill impairments 
and learning differences.

Level: Intermediate

M29 Parents/Family
Tips to Build Your Child’s and Teen’s Executive 
Functions
Marydee Sklar, Executive Functioning Success, 
Portland, OR

The presenter will share her 20 years of helping parents 
teach their struggling children time management and 
planning skills. Learn the connections between the 
brain, emotions, and the ability to get things done. Learn 
practical, simple, proven strategies and tools to change 
your child’s behavior connected to chores and homework.

Level: Basic

M30 Instruction
Reading for Meaning Fluently
Kimberly Whaley MEd., Read Naturally, St. Paul, MN

Learn how to develop fluency, support vocabulary, and 
promote comprehension by combining three powerful, 
research-based strategies: teacher modeling, repeated 
reading, and progress monitoring. 

Level: Intermediate

M31 Advocacy/Public Policy
Getting Back on Course: Education Plan 
Implementation and Enforcement 
Kimberley Spire-Oh, Law Office of Kimberley Spire-Oh, 
PA, West Palm Beach, FL

After obtaining eligibility and developing an appropriate 
Section 504 or Individual Education Plan (IEP), are you 
all done? Not quite! Issues can arise with implementation 
and compliance. This session will discuss potential pitfalls, 
progress monitoring, making changes to plans, problem-
solving with school team, and using dispute resolution 
methods effectively.  

Level: Intermediate

M32 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Self-Determination Gets You to Where You Want to 
Go!
Ruth Bomar, Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX

What do college students with learning disabilities and 
who graduate have in common? Self-determination! This 
session offers a research-based model of online academic 
coaching to teach self-determination. You will learn the five 
components of Self-Determination. Your take-away will be 
examples and tools to teach each component. 

Level: Intermediate
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18         2:15 PM  –  3:15 PM   

M33 Advocacy/Public Policy
Special Education Advocacy:  Achieving Positive 
Student Outcomes
Karen Mayer Cunningham, Texas A&M University, 
College Station, TX

Teaching families to navigate and negotiate the IEP/
ARD process. Time tested strategies, to build a special 
education document that provides appropriate services, 
goals, supports and accommodations to serve children 
between the ages of 3 to 22 with disabilities in public 
schools, that provides student centered outcomes. 
Keeping the three part legal focus in mind of gainful 
employment, independent living and further education as 
the focus of special education from the national and state 
levels. Equipping families, with laws, strategies, resources 
and the framework to lead their child’s IEP meetings.

Level: Advanced

M34 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Preparing Students to be Work Ready
John Tomasetti, Maplebrook School, Amenia, NY

This session is designed to relay both statistical and 
anecdotal information from vocational supervisors and 
students indicating the necessary skills to be successful on 
the job, as well as a productive member of any workplace 
team. Participants will be educated through case studies 
and given guidance as to how to begin a similar program 
at their school.

Level: Basic

M35 Instruction
Painless Paragraph Writing
Wendy Stacy, M.S., CCC-SLP, LDT, CALT-QI, CDT, 
ReadWrite, Oklahoma City, OK

Developing the ability to easily and fluently construct an 
effective 5-sentence paragraph may be one of the most 
difficult skills young writers face. In this 1-hour interactive 
session, participants will learn an explicit, systematic, 
inquiry-based approach to paragraph analysis, generation, 
and comprehension appropriate for use in one-on-one and 
group settings. 

Level: Basic

M36 Technology
Supporting the Needs of ALL Students in Online 
Assessment Platforms 
Steve Noble, University of Louisville, Louisville, KY
Shari Butler, Pearson, Pow Wow, TX
Brent A. Bakken, Pearson, Webster, TX

In this session, presenters will provide the findings of 
multi-state usability research with students with learning 
disabilities using an accessible online testing platform. 
The use of on-board accommodations and testing tools 
will be demonstrated, and the results of usability data will 
be discussed.

Level: Basic

M37 Instruction
Teaching Academic Vocabulary in Content Areas to 
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students with 
Learning Disabilities
Michelle Sencibaugh Ed.D., Valley Park School District, 
Valley Park, MO

This session synthesizes a compendium of best practices 
of research-based strategies for teaching academic 
vocabulary to English language learners (ELLs) with 
learning disabilities (LD). Participants attending this 
session will learn the differences between Tiers 1, 2, and 
3 vocabulary as identified in the Common Core State 
Standards in addition to learning specific procedures 
for explicitly teaching academic vocabulary to culturally 
and linguistically diverse students with LD. Furthermore, 
participants will learn how to implement learning strategies 
for improving the reading comprehension of students with 
learning disabilities in the following content areas: English 
language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. 

Level: Basic
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18         2:15 PM  –  3:15 PM   

M38 Instruction
Get With the Program: Teaching Students with 
Learning Disabilities in a Virtual Classroom
Jennifer Farmer, Responsive Education Solutions, 
Louisville, TX
Tammy Meyn-Rogeness, Responsive Education 
Solutions, Louisville, TX

This presentation will address how to deliver educational 
supports under Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) for students with disabilities in virtual schools and/
or classes.

Level: Basic

M39 Mental Health
Theracoaching: A Integrative Approach for the Mental 
Health Community 
Veronica Lieb-Crawford, Life Development Institute, 
Glendale, AZ

For many professionals, parents, and clients, new tools 
are needed to finding answers to how we can help 
individuals with co-existing conditions. Theracoaching 
offers that answer! Join us for unique strategies whether 
you are a therapist or not! We are not working on you - We 
are working with you!

Level: Intermediate

M40 Legal Justice
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and 
Students in Private, Religious, and Charter Schools 
or Home-Schooled
JoAnna Barnes, LDA Board of Directors, Chapel Hill, NC
Janeen Steel, Learning Rights Law Center, Los Angeles, 
CA

Many parents and educators mistakenly believe IDEA only 
applies to students currently enrolled in public schools. 
Session participants will learn how IDEA applies to 
students who are in private, religious, and charter schools 
or home-schooled. The session will also touch on when 
Section 504/Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may 
apply to these students.

Level: Intermediate
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18          4:15 PM –  5:30 PM

KEYNOTE SESSION

There is Hope: One Mother’s Journey

Anne Ford
Author, Parent, Advocate
New York, NY

Anne Ford served as Chairman of the Board of the National Center for Learning 
Disabilities (NCLD) from 1989 to 2001.  Mrs. Ford has received many honors for her 
work, including the Lizette H. Sarnoff Award for Volunteer Service from the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine and an Honorary Degree, Doctor of Humane Letters from Leslie 
University for her advocacy work for people with learning disabilities, and has spoken on 
this issue at numerous corporations such as JP Morgan Chase, Goldman Sachs, and 
Ford Motor Company.  She has co-authored five books with John-Richard Thompson: 
Laughing Allegra, On Their Own, and A Special Mother.   These first three books were 
designated as finalists for the “Books for A Better Life” Awards.  Her fourth book is called 
The Forgotten Child: “If She is Special, What am I?”  When Learning Disabilities Cause 
Tension in the Home.  Her fifth and latest book is The Stigmatized Child: Helping Parents 
Overcome the Stigma Attached to Learning Disabilities, ADHD and Lack of Social Skills  

She has a son Alessandro, who is married with two children, Eleanor and Olivia.  Her daughter Allegra was married on 
May 5, 2012. 

GRACIOUSLY SPONSORED BY:

PRIDES CROSSING, MASSACHUSETTS  
978-236-3000  • landmarkschool.org

FOR STUDENTS WITH DYSLEXIA  
AND OTHER LANGUAGE-BASED 
LEARNING DISABILITIES

   Academic year and summer programs
  Grades 2-12
  94% of graduates attend college
  One-to-one daily tutorial
  30 miles north of Boston

Visit us at Booth 300 to learn  
more about our academic year  
and summer programs.
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Our five-week 
summer program 
is designed for 
students, ages 
8–16, who possess 
the potential to 
excel but who have 
struggled in school 

or who have been diagnosed with 
such learning disabilities as dyslexia, 
central auditory processing disorder, 
dysgraphia, dyscalculia, ADHD, and 
ADD.

2491 Emery Rd, South Wales NY 14139
716.687.2001 • gow.org

The Gow School is a college-prep boarding and day school for students, grades 6-12, with 
dyslexia and similar language-based learning disabilities.

Gow provides the right environment and the right tools for dyslexic students to rethink the 
learning process and reinvent themselves.

Come explore Gow in booth 200!



22



23

Fort Worth Exhibitors (partial listing)

Beacon College ........................................................................... 217 
Beacon College of Leesburg, Florida is recognized as the foremost 
institution of higher education in the United States exclusively serving 
students with a learning disability, ADHD, or other specific learning 
difference.   
www.BeaconCollege.edu 

Bookshare/Benetech .................................................................. 316 
Bookshare, a Benetech initiative, is an ebook library for people with 
reading barriers such as dyslexia, and it’s free for all qualified U.S. 
students and schools. Members can listen to books read aloud and 
follow along with highlighted text, on a variety of devices.  
www.benetech.org 

Brehm Preparatory School and OPTIONS Transitions to 
Independence ............................................................................ 220 
Brehm Preparatory School is a small, fully accredited, not-for-profit 
coeducational boarding school successfully providing services for 
students with learning disabilities and differences since 1982. 
OPTIONS Transitions to Independence grew out of Brehm and is a 
comprehensive boarding program for post-secondary students who 
need to further develop independent living, social, employment and 
academic skills. 
www.experienceoptions.org and www.brehm.org 
 
Camp Kodiak .............................................................................. 103 
Camp Kodiak is an integrated overnight summer camp for children 
and teens (6-18 years old) with and without LD, ADHD, and high-
functioning ASD (formerly known as Asperger Syndrome). We 
provide an academic tutoring program, a social skills program, a 
professional staff with a 2:1 camper-to-staff ratio, and over 50 
different activities. 
www.campkodiak.com 
 
Demme Learning / Math U See .................................................. 416 
Math-U-See is a student-paced, mastery-based curriculum that is 
suitable for students with a wide range of abilities, from gifted to 
those with special needs. Teachers are provided the tools and training 
needed to present an explicit, structured, systematic, and cumulative 
program using hands on learning through an integrated use of 
manipulatives.  
www.DemmeLearning.com 

Eagle Hill School ......................................................................... 202 
Eagle Hill School is a co-educational college preparatory boarding 
school that provides an individualized education for students 
identified with language based learning (dis)abilities including 
Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, and ADHD (inattentive type). Eagle Hill is an IB 
World School that offers the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme in addition to our traditional high school diploma. 
www.eaglehill.school 

Executive Functioning Success .................................................... 303 
We sell Seeing My Time books and have online training courses. Our 
program teaches executive skills of time management, planning and 
organization.  
www.executivefunctioningsuccess.com  

Eye To Eye .................................................................................. 206 
Eye to Eye is a national, award-winning mentoring program for 
students with learning and attention issues. We train high school and 
college students with learning differences, including dyslexia and 
ADHD, to mentor similarly-identified middle school students with an 
easy-to-implement social-emotional intervention with high-impact 
results.  
www.eyetoeyenational.org 

Forman School ............................................................................ 401 
Forman School is an independent, coeducational, college preparatory 
school for boarding and day students with identified learning 
differences. Forman develops the whole student, based on his or her 
unique learning profile, so that every graduate becomes an educated, 
confident, self-advocate for life.   
www.formanschool.org 
 
The Gow School .......................................................................... 200 
The Gow School is a college-prep boarding school and day school for 
students grades 6-12, with dyslexia and similar language - based 
learning disabilities.   
www.gow.org  

Institute for Multi-Sensory Education (ISME) .............................. 101 
The Institute for Multi-Sensory Education trains educators how to 
teach reading more effectively using a proven, multi-sensory 
approach called Orton-Gillingham.   
www.orton-gillingham.com  
 
Kendore Learning ....................................................................... 100 
Learning is fun with Kendore Learning's multisensory games and 
materials.   
www.kendorelearning.com 

Landmark College ....................................................................... 307 
Landmark College is a fully-accredited, 2- and 4-year degree-
conferring institution exclusively for students who learn differently, 
including students with a learning disability (such as dyslexia), ADHD, 
or autism. We champion a strengths-based model and give students 
the skills and strategies they need to achieve their goals.  
www.landmark.edu 

Landmark School ........................................................................ 300 
Landmark is a coeducational, boarding and day school offering 
academic and summer programs for students with dyslexia and other 
language-based learning disabilities in grades 2-12, including a 
residential program for grades 9-12. 
www.landmarkschool.org 

Learning Disabilities Association of America ............................... 301 
The Learning Disabilities Association of America is a grassroots, 
voluntary membership organization that grew out of parent and 
family determination to combat the serious and lifelong effects of 
learning disabilities. Visit us today to learn of the many benefits of 
membership.
www.ldaamerica.org 
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Fort Worth Exhibitors (partial listing)

Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes ........................................... 317 
Lindamood-Bell is committed to teaching children and adults to read 
and comprehend to their potential. Their organization provides 
literacy solutions and professional development for schools around 
the world. 
www.lindamoodbell.com 

Maplebrook School ............................................................. 111-113 
An Independent Co-ED Boarding School for students with complex 
learning challenges. Two distinct programs are offered: The Academic 
Program for students ages 11-18 and the Institute for Collegiate and 
Career Studies for high school graduates ages 18-21. 
www.maplebrookschool.org 

Microsoft ................................................................................... 417 
Free, accessible Learning Tools to improve reading and writing. 
www.microsoft.com 

Purnell School ............................................................................ 302 
Purnell is a girls' college preparatory boarding and day school where 
girls with learning differences can flourish. The school serves girls 
from grade 9 through 12 and also offers a one-year post graduate 
program. 
www.purnell.org 

QBS, Inc. ..................................................................................... 304 
QBS Inc. is a consulting and training company. Safety-Care™ 
Behavioral Safety Training is founded upon principles of Applied 
Behavior Analysis and Positive Behavioral Supports, training staff in 
the prevention, minimization, and management of behavioral 
challenges. 
www.qbscompanies.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read Naturally ............................................................................ 201 
Read Naturally provides reading solutions for struggling readers 
which focus on fluency, comprehension, phonics, vocabulary, and 
assessment. The flagship program has been used nationwide for over 
25 years.  
www.readnaturally.com 

SOAR .......................................................................................... 203 
SOAR is a high adventure summer camp, boarding school, and gap 
year program for youth & young adults with learning and attention 
challenges.  
www.soarnc.org 

Texas Irlen Association ............................................................... 406 
Learn about the visual brain and the impact of a visual perceptual 
sensory modulation disorder known as Irlen Syndrome on reading, 
learning and attention. 
 
Trident Academy ........................................................................ 119 
Through individualized, multi-sensory, and research-based teaching 
approaches, Trident Academy transforms the lives of cognitively 
capable K-12 children diagnosed with learning differences to include 
dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscalculia, ADHD, and Asperger-like attributes 
preparing them academically and socially to transition and thrive in 
conventional learning environments.  
www.tridentacademy.com 

Wilson Language Training Corp. ........................................... 205-207 
Wilson Language Training is a provider of professional development 
and research-based reading and spelling curricula for all ages. 
Partnering with public and private schools, as well as clinics and adult 
education centers across the country, Wilson strives toward its 
ultimate goal: literacy for all. 
www.wilsonlanguage.com
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19          8:00 AM –  9:15 AM

KEYNOTE SESSION

The Developmental Web: A practical way of looking at individuals 
with learning and behavior differences.

Eric Tridas, MD, FAAP
Developmental Pediatrician
Tridas Center for Child Development, Tampa Bay, FL

Dr. Tridas is Director of Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics at Pediatric Epilepsy and
Neurology Specialists, Clinical Associate Professor in Pediatrics at the University of 
South Florida, Morsani College of Medicine, member of the National Joint Committee on
Learning Disabilities (NJCLD), and Associate member for the Advisory Committee on
Exceptional Children and Youth for the Office of Overseas Schools, United States
Department of State. Dr. Tridas is Past President of the International Dyslexia Association
and the 2017 recipient of IDA’s Margaret Rawson Lifetime Achievement Award. Dr. Tridas
is a Developmental Pediatrician who specializes in the diagnosis and management of
neurodevelopmental conditions, he lectures nationally and internationally. He edited and

co-authored From ABC to ADHD: What Every Parent Should Know About Dyslexia and Attention Problems.

GRACIOUSLY SPONSORED BY:

TUESDAY STRANDS

Advocacy/Public Policy T14, T17, T32 Mental Health T12, T23 

Assessment/Evaluation T9, T28 Parents/Families T3, T12, T22, T24, T27, T37 

Cultural Diversity T11, T15, T34 Post-Secondary/Adult 
Transition T7, T16, T18, T25, T35 

Early Childhood T19 Professional Preparation T13 

Environmental/Medical T4, T17, T19 Related Disorders T10 

Instruction T2, T4, T5, T8, T15, T20, T21, T26, 
T29, T30, T31, T36 Technology T6, T33 

Legal Justice T1 Urban Education T2, T15, T36 
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T1 Legal Justice
Section 504/American with Disabilities Act (ADA) for 
Public School Students with Learning Disabilities: An 
Introduction
Janeen Steel, Learning Rights Law Center, Los Angeles, 
CA

Section 504/ADA provides strong protections and rights 
for K-12 public school students with LD; it is not IDEA Lite.  
Attendees will acquire a basic understanding of the legal 
protections provided by Section 504/ADA and how these 
laws can be used to get students with learning disabilities 
accommodations and services.  

Level: Intermediate

T2 Instruction
The Top 15 Behavior Interventions That Can Increase 
Academic Success
Beverley Johns, MacMurray College, Jacksonville, IL

Come to this practical and lively session to learn about the 
top 15 positive behavioral interventions that can increase 
academic success. The interventions will not only be 
discussed, but they will be modeled by the presenter. 
Participants will also be given a self evaluation tool that 
they can use to determine ways they can utilize the 
interventions.

Level: Basic

T3 Parents/Family
Pre-School to Post Secondary: Transition from Start 
to Finish 
Evie Lindberg, LDA Board of Directors, Oral Roberts 
University, Tulsa, OK
Dr. Analisa Smith, LDA Board of Directors, LDA of South 
Carolina, Irmo, SC

Transition is more than the Individual Family Service 
Plan (IFSP), Individual Education Plan (IEP), and Post 
Secondary options. Each phase of a child’s career pre-
school to elementary, elementary to middle, middle to high 
school, and high school to post-secondary options need 
very different interventions to help students with special 
needs adjust to the next phase. This session will address 
ideas for parents and teachers on how to make smooth 
transitions from start to finish.  

Level: Intermediate

T4 Instruction
Enhancing the Learner’s Capacity to Learn
Debbie Gilmore, Arrowsmith Program, Toronto, Ontario

In this presentation, the presenter will explore the 
neuroplastic paradigm, the concept of cognitive 
enhancement, and how the principles of neuroplasticity 
can be provided in everyday curriculum, to enhance 
the learning of all students. By enhancing the learner’s 
capacity to learn, the rate of learning can accelerate 
across academic disciplines.

Level: Basic

T5 Instruction
Building Memorization and Automaticity of Sight 
Words: An Orton-Gillingham Approach
Corey Cramb, Institute for Multi-Sensory Education, 
Southfield, MI
Victoria Jones, Institute for Multi-Sensory Education, 
Southfield, MI

Orton-Gillingham strategies that incorporate explicit, multi-
sensory, direct instruction are essential for teaching all 
students to read...especially those who struggle. In this 
session, learn multi-sensory strategies and activities to 
help students memorize sight and non-phonetic words 
in order to read and spell more fluidly and bolster your 
Structured Literacy program.

Level: Basic

T6 Technology
Bookshare: Free Tech Tools that Remove Barriers to 
Reading 
Matthew Hattoon, BookShare, New Braunfels, TX

Come learn about Bookshare, the world’s largest provider 
of accessible eBooks. Bring your laptop, tablet, or phone 
to this session for a hands-on experience interacting with 
mobile and web-based reading tools. Funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education, Bookshare is completely free 
for qualified U.S. students.

Level: Basic

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19       9:45 AM – 10:45 AM  
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T7 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Disclosure: Discussing Learning Disabilities in 
College Essays
Daphne Sajous-Brady, Wolcott School, Chicago, IL
Claire Walter, Wolcott School, Chicago, IL

This presentation highlights practices for deciding when 
and how to share information about identified learning 
disabilities, as well as previous academic struggles within 
college essays. Guidelines for framing how experiences 
with significant academic challenges assisted in the 
development of strengths and a preparedness for the 
future will be shared.

Level: Intermediate

T8 Instruction
Activating the Brain’s Emotional Systems: A 
Backdoor-Route to Critical Phonics Skill Mastery!
Katie Garner, Learning & the Brain Research 
Consortium, Asheville, NC

Journey through the brain’s backdoor to uncover 
alternative routes for accelerated skill mastery and take 
advantage of invaluable learning loopholes rooted in brain 
plasticity! Increase early and struggling learner momentum 
in reading AND writing far beyond simple decoding with 
brain-changing, multi-layered, instructional tools that will 
leave you armed and ready for Monday morning!

Level: Intermediate

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19       9:45 AM – 10:45 AM  
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19        10:30 AM – 12:30 PM   

POSTER SESSION 2

Research poster sessions provide an opportunity to find out the results of a variety of recent research 
studies and projects related to learning disabilities.  Visual displays on poster boards can be viewed and 
discussed individually or in small groups with the author(s). Abstracts will be available.

Coordinator: Steven Russell, Ph.D., Governors State University, University Park, IL

Uses of School-Based Video Technology (SBVT) on Students with Learning Disability and Intellectual 
Developmental Disability (IDD)
Rachel Lively, M.Ed., Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX
Patricia Flint, M.Ed., Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX
Sarah Germany, M.Ed., Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX
Minkowan Goo, Ph.D., Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX

The current literature review compares the use of school-based video technology (e.g., video modeling and video 
prompting) on students with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) and those with learning disabilities (LD). 
The results of this review need to be accessible to parents and practitioners as a guide for designing individualized 
interventions.

Digital Portfolios for Transition and Much More!
Sandi (Mahl) Smith, PATINS Project, Columbus, IN

Design a dynamic site with your students that will express their uniqueness, as well as curate the scope of their pre-12 
education. Highlights will include: training, Individual Education Plan (IEP), testing documentation, assistive technology 
experience, accommodation and modification history, and personal living skills for post-secondary institutions. This 
poster will explore the digital options and ins and outs of privacy as we create an accessible, living document for their 
transition from school and beyond.

How Do Students with Learning Disabilities Affect Professors and Staff?
Cassandra Lee Bergman, Beacon College, Leesburg, FL

The purpose of this research was to determine if a difference in the stress levels of professors and staff who work 
with students who have learning disabilities occur. Ten professors and 51 staff were interviewed and given a survey to 
complete. The data do not support these hypotheses. 

Do Sensory Items Improve Grades? 
Caroline Chapin, Beacon College, Leesburg, FL

The purpose of this research was to see if using sensory items will help college students with learning disabilities 
improve their grades. Thirty-two participants were included in the study. One class was given sensory items, which 
provided a significant difference between the relationship of the availability of sensory items and grades. 

Parent-Reported Learning Disabilities (PRLD) in Children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
James Lewis, Marshall University, Huntington, WV

Patients diagnosed with ADHD, which 81% had a coexisting learning disability (LD). LDs in both reading and math were 
seen in 41%.  No statistical difference occurred between the LD and non-LD groups in demographic distribution or long-
term response to medical treatment.
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POSTER SESSION 2 (Continued)

Responding to Early Algebra Instruction: The Case of Isaac
Kirsten Keels, University of Athens, Athens, GA

This poster will address a misconception about equivalence that impacts future algebra coursework. It will describe how 
a fifth grader with LD responds to instruction designed to challenge his limited conception of the equal sign. Attendees 
will learn to create tasks that encourage students to develop a broad definition of equivalence.  

Multimedia-Based Vocabulary Instruction for Elemntary Age Children with Learning Disabilities (LD) 
Iffat Jabeen,  University of San Antonio, San Antonio, TX

This poster will discuss: results obtained through a review of current literature regarding the use of multimedia technology 
intervention for vocabulary acquisition by students with LD; features that make the interventions effective; examples of 
effective interventions; and recommendations for professionals working with students with LD.

Fostering Success Attributes through Transition in Individuals with Learning Disabilities 
Dr. Roberta J. Goldberg, The Frostig Center, Pasadena, CA

Presenters will summarize results of a longitudinal study of persons with learning disabilities, briefly describe the six 
Success Attributes found to be predictive of life success, demonstrate intervention practices, and introduce classroom 
activities to foster their development. Two new guides for parents and teachers will be shared.

A Review of Reviews: Academic and Curricular Interventions that Promote Behavioral and Academic Success 
for Students with Emotional Behavior Disorder (EBD)
Mack D. Burke, Texas A&M, College Station, TX

There is a substantive amount of co-existence between EBD, learning disabilities (LD), and academic outcomes. This 
review focuses on summarizing previous reviews, in order to examine the current status of academic and curricular 
interventions for students with or at risk for EBD who have co-existing learning problems or for whom require academic-
based intervention. Thirteen reviews were found (eight systematic reviews and five meta-analysis) and included that 
focused on reading, math, writing, and content area instruction. Results of the reviews are summarized and overall 
effects and moderator results are presented from the meta-analytic studies. Implications for research and improvements 
in applied practice are discussed.   

Reading Interventions for English Learners with Learning Disabilities in K-12 Inclusive Classrooms
Richard Boon, University of Texas at San Antonio, San Antonio, TX

This poster will present a review on the effectiveness of research-based reading interventions (e.g., repeated reading, 
graphic organizers, peer-tutoring) for English learners (ELs) with learning disabilities (LD) in the K-12 inclusive classroom. 
Key findings, implications for the classroom, instructional considerations, recommendations for implementation, and 
future research directions will be provided.

Effects of the STOP & LIST Strategy on the Writing Performance of Students with Learning Disabilities (LD)
Matthias Grünke, Ph.D., University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany

Written communication is an important but demanding skill that is essential for success in school, business and other 
relevant areas of life. During their school career, students should learn to put words into sentences and use conventional 
patterns to compose text (Hennes, Büyüknarci, Rietz, Grünke, 2015). However, many of students struggle with the 
complexity of the writing process and need extra support to reach curricular standards. One very promising approach in 
this respect is called STOP & LIST (Graham & Harris, 2005). STOP & LIST is a prewriting strategy for children who have 
difficulties composing text. The purpose of the study was to extend the limited body of existing research on the benefits 
of STOP & LIST with students with LD. This study examined the effects of this writing strategy with four subjects in the 
fourth grade with writing difficulties using a multiple-baseline across subjects. Visual and statistical analysis indicated 
positive outcomes across outcomes for the four participants.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19        10:30 AM – 12:30 PM   
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19       11:00 AM – 12:00 PM  

T9 Assessment & Evaluation
Testing Accommodations: An Update
Debbie Bergtholdt, Pearson VUE, Bloomington, MN

This session will include an updated overview of 
accommodated testing and the best way to assist students 
when they need help applying for accommodations. We will 
look at the types of accommodations that are available for 
high-stakes testing, the accommodation request process, 
and documentation requirements. 

Level: Intermediate

T10 Related Disorders
When Spectrums Collide: Learning Disabilities (LD) 
with Attention Deficit hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Generalized 
Anxiety Disorder (GAD)
James Lewis, Marshall University, Huntington, WV

The effectiveness of educational strategies for students 
with learning disabilities may be limited if co-existing 
conditions of ADHD, Autism Spectrum Disorder, or 
Generalized Anxiety are present. A team approach of 
parent, teacher, counselor, and physician for diagnosis 
and treatment can make a difference.

Level: Intermediate

T11 Cultural Diversity
West Texas A&M University Mexico Education 
Collaborative
Frank Goode, Special Education, WTAMU, Canyon, TX
Michelle Simmons, Ed.D., Special Education, WTAMU, 
Canyon, TX

The WTAMU Special Education program is participating 
in a five year Study Abroad/Educator Preparation program 
in the  in the village of Las Clavelinas, Mexico focused 
on providing diagnostic/assessment services and tools 
to the elementary school staff and parents. This session 
will be interactive in nature with presenters sharing 
information and experiences. Participants are encouraged 
to raise additional issues, share their own experiences in 
other cultures, ask questions, and share ideas for future 
collaborative Study Abroad experiences in Education. 

Level: Basic

T12 Mental Health
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)  
Successful Emotional Regulation: Untangling the 
Knots of Emotion!
Melinda Parrill, Ph.D., Developmental Psychologist, 
Cornwall, United Kingdom

Blame, frustration, shame, anger often occur with greater 
intensity and frequency in those with ADHD.  What is the 
nature of the emotion; where does it originate; and how 
is it manifested? Identifying the experience, the cognitive 
processing, and self-awareness underlying the feeling, 
including what it represents is central to the successful 
regulation and expression of emotions.   

Level: Basic

T13 Professional Preparation
Words with Spelling Connections Have Meaning 
Connections: Phonology + Phonics + Morphology + 
Etymology = Orthography
Nancy Cushen White, University of California - San 
Francisco, San Francisco, CA

Explicit instruction in orthography (spelling) that integrates 
phonology, phonics, morphology, and etymology is also 
effective for teaching word identification, vocabulary, 
content knowledge, and reading comprehension. Words 
with spelling connections have meaning connections. 
Shared structural elements at the morpheme level, 
especially when spelling reveals these connections, helps 
to activate memory for related words: define definition; 
science conscience. Pattern recognition reduces the load 
on memory and facilitates retrieval of linguistic information 
(Berninger, Carlisle, Moats, Nagy). 

Level: Intermediate

T14 Advocacy/Public Policy
Success by Third Grade or Sooner with a Team Effort
Mark Halpert, 3D Learner, Boca Raton, FL

Mark has worked at the Federal, State, and Local level on 
improving the Success by Third Grade rate for students 
with learning disabilities. This presentation will be based on 
interviews with people from all levels and many disciplines. 
A cohesive strategy will be presented and improved upon 
based on audience input. 

Level: Basic
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19                                                             11:00 AM  –  12:00 PM  

T15 Instruction
Developing Vocabulary and Word Power: Reading, 
Writing, and Speaking Effectively!
Donna Knoell, Educational Consultant and Author, 
Shawnee Mission, KS

This session will offer strategies to help students increase 
their vocabulary and language proficiency, including ideas 
for helping English Language Learners (ELL) and students 
from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds. 
Strategies will be effective for all students identified with 
learning disabilities (LD), students with potential learning 
difficulties, and students in regular classrooms without LD 
identification.  

Level: Basic

T16 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Reducing Anxiety: The College Search and Students 
with Learning Disabilities (LD)
Max Jackson, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ

Will strategies, utilized during the college search, help a 
student with LD decide which college to attend? Anxiety 
causes stress, forgetfulness, procrastination, impacting 
the completion of multi-step tasks. Listen to case studies 
about college applicants in this predicament and learn 
strategies to help students if they find themselves in similar 
situations.

 Level: Basic

LDA AT 
Solutions 
Lab
Living. Learning. Working. Playing.

Tuesday,
February 19, 2019

9:15 am to 5:15 pm
What are your questions about 

assistive technology? 
Join us in the AT Solutions Lab for 

open demonstration time and to 
find answers to your questions!
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19       1:30 PM – 5:15 PM  
WORKSHOP  

T17              
1:30 PM - 5:15 PM 
    

Taking It to the States: 
LDA Affiliate Leaders’ Healthy Children Project Workshop 

Maureen Swanson, HCP Director, Learning Disabilities Association of America, Pittsburgh, PA
Tracy Gregoire, HCP State Affiliate Coordinator, Topsham, ME

In recent years, LDA state affiliates have taken advocacy for safer chemicals and products to a whole new level. LDA is 
nationally known for playing a key role in retailers’ decisions to take neurotoxic products off store shelves, federal court 
and agency rulings to ban toxic flame retardants and pesticides from use, and advancing state laws to eliminate chemicals 
harmful to children’s health. This workshop is how we keep building expertise and momentum, to become even more 
effective in protecting children from toxic chemicals that can impair brain development, with lasting consequences for 
learning and behavior. 

The workshop is geared toward and required for all LDA affiliate leaders involved with the HCP. Others should contact the 
workshop presenters to see if this workshop is suitable.

This workshop will include:

Success Stories and Lessons Learned:  How have LDA affiliates helped to bring about policies and decisions that moved 
us toward safer products and chemicals? We will celebrate our successes in 2018, then identify factors that contributed to 
good outcomes. Throughout the afternoon, we will build a list of effective strategies, and provide training on ways to improve 
outreach and communication. We also will discuss obstacles we encountered, and how to handle challenges. 

Science Update: Workshop will begin with  an overview of the most recent science on toxic chemicals and brain development. 
Hear about new findings on toxic chemicals in food, the growing concern with air pollution and neurodevelopment, old foes 
(lead, mercury) in new places, and chemicals of emerging concern. 

Market Campaigns: We will provide an overview of the major retailer campaigns in which LDA is involved. State affiliate 
leaders will share elements of effective store events and interaction with retailers. We will determine priority campaigns for 
2019, and where and how LDA affiliates can step up to play critical roles in these increasingly important initiatives. 

Safer chemical policies: Maureen will lead the group in identifying upcoming opportunities for LDA to continue to influence 
and inform policy decisions at the federal and state levels. LDA affiliates advocating for state legislation will provide their 
insights on effective advocacy, what works well and what doesn’t. 

Dollar Stores: The Campaign for Healthier Solutions’ (CHS) guest speaker will share the campaign’s work targeting 
discount retailers (aka dollar stores) to sell safer projects. Focus areas of the presentation and discussion will include 
the hardest hit communities, low income communities and communicates of color, that are disproportionately exposed to 
harmful chemicals from industry, air pollution, water, soil and product exposures. 

Powerful Messages and Messengers: We will refine our messaging to reflect the most recent science and new areas 
of concern. How do we tell our stories and convey sometimes complex ideas and science in ways that are clear and 
compelling? Who do we need as partners in this work, and how do we engage them in collaborative efforts?

Promoting and Growing LDA’s HCP Work: We will conclude the afternoon with a focus and training on increasing our 
effectiveness in communicating our work to LDA members, the public, press and potential funders. 

Level: Intermediate
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19        1:30 PM  –  2:30 PM  

T18 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Transitioning to Higher Education: What to Do about 
Disability Documentation?
Nora Pollard, Educational Testing Service, Princeton, NJ
Loring Brinckerhoff, LDA Professional Advisory Board, 
Educational Testing Service, Princeton, NJ
Morgan Blisard, Educational Testing Service, Princeton, 
NJ

Students with disabilities face many challenges when 
entering higher education. Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) vs. Americans with 
Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADA AA), applying for 
accommodations, and documentation requirements are 
among these challenges. During this session, Educating 
Testing Services (ETS) representatives will provide insight 
into the differences in the laws, procedures to follow, and 
documentation requirements across settings.  

Level: Intermediate

T19 Early Childhood
Why Neuroscience May Be Special Education’s 
Greatest Hope
Jodi Tommerdahl, University of Texas at Arlington, 
Arlington, TX

Connections between neuroscience and education are 
growing, particularly in the areas of early childhood and 
special education. In this talk, Dr. Tommerdahl will highlight 
the most interesting and useful findings such as critical 
neurological periods for learning, the prediction of special 
needs using electroencephalogram (EEG), numerical 
processing, and much more.

Level: Basic

T20 Instruction
Erasing the Misery of Reading and Spelling Multi-
Syllable Words
Shari Zimmer, Really Great Reading, Cabin John, MD

When students don’t have strategies for reading big 
words, they often guess, skip, or misread words. They 
struggle to comprehend complex text and often get stuck 
at reading below level. Attend this workshop and learn 
how to provide functional strategies that can be applied to 
many big words. 

Level: Basic

T21 Instruction
Emotional Awareness and Academic Planning 
for Students with Executive Function Needs and 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
William Flynn, Hebron Academy, Hebron, ME

The purpose of this session is to demonstrate the 
effective use of applying emotional purpose within task 
management planning. This session will discuss the 
important relationship between time and emotion, the value 
of helping students process and practice this connection, 
and practical methods of coaches and teachers can use.

Level: Intermediate

T22 Parents/Family
Dyslexia: From The Perspective of High School 
Students 
Susan Scheiner, Learning Ally’s YES Program, Newark, 
NJ

This presentation, given by four high school students who 
are dyslexic, explores the characteristics and myths of 
dyslexia, as well as accommodations, assistive technology, 
self-advocacy, and personal stories.  

Level: Basic

T23 Mental Health
Beyond Learning Disabilities and Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder: The Social/Emotional Impact
Jennifer Dougherty, Dallas New Leaf Clinic, Dallas, TX
Tracy McClung, Dallas New Leaf Clinic, Dallas, TX

Learning disabilities often affect a child’s mental health, 
opinions about themselves, and ability to make friends. 
Presenters will discuss specific learning disabilities and 
the co-occurring social/emotional difficulties. Attendees 
will learn to identify social/emotional concerns that 
frequently co-occur with each learning disability and to 
provide interventions. 

Level: Basic

T24 Parents/Family
Teach Your Child to Read the Room: Going from 
Tuned Out to Clued In  
Caroline Maguire, ADD Coach Academy, New England 
Coaching Services, Albany, NY

Your child struggles to make friends, and you feel left alone 
without the ability to positively support him. If this is your 
story, this is a must-see workshop! This interactive session 
will teach parents how to help their child with Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder read the room, unlocking the 
key to positive communications and lifelong friendships. 

Level: Basic
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19        3:00 PM  –  4:00 PM  

T25 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Program Standards for Disability Services: Practical 
Recommendations for Standards Implementation
Manju Banerjee, LDA Professional Advisory Board, 
Landmark College, Putney, VT
Loring Brinckerhoff, LDA Professional Advisory Board, 
Educational Testing Service, Princeton, NJ
Dr. Adam Lalor, Landmark College, Putney, VT

The 2004 Association on Higher Education And Disability 
(AHEAD) program standards establish excellent guidance 
for daily operations of disability services (DS) offices. 
But adherence to standards while balancing day-to-day 
tasks, shifting priorities, and lawsuit anxieties can be 
overwhelming. Two 30 + year veteran DS professionals 
and one DS researcher, will share operational tactics 
and recommendations for successful implementation of 
standards to manage your DS scope of work. 

Level: Intermediate

T26 Instruction
Scaffolding Instruction to Develop Independent 
Learners
Charlene Cobb, Naropa University, Boulder, CO

Instructional scaffolds are temporary supports that enable 
students to become independent learners. Strategies 
for instructional scaffolding for students in grades 3-8 
will be shared. A variety of strategies that can be used 
immediately in both whole class and small group settings 
will be provided.  

Level: Basic

T27 Parents/Family
Roadmap to Career Success for College 
Students with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD) & Learning Disability (LD):  
#DontWaitUntilYouGraduate
Lynn Miner-Rosen, LMR Coaching, LLC, Boca Raton, 
FL

College students with ADHD and/or LD don’t realize the 
importance of taking action toward exploring a career 
direction while in college. Unfortunately, a college degree 
is not a guarantee to get a job out of college. Learn about a 
school’s year-by-year steps that students should start NOW 
to reap rewards LATER. #DontWaitUntilYouGraduate

Level: Basic

T28 Assessment & Evalution
Linguistic Characteristics and Assessment of 
Mathematical Word Problem Solving
Tara Guerriero, West Chester University, West Chester, PA

At this session, the presenter will discuss various linguistic 
components of elementary level word problems and 
further demonstrate how to assess word problem solving.

Level: Intermediate

T29 Instruction
Promoting and Coaching Executive Functioning (EF) 
in the Classroom
Shannon Kuschel, National Institute of Learning 
Development, Suffolk, VA

This session reviews executive functioning development, 
explores 11 executive functions that are essential to 
academic performance and social adjustment; and 
discusses steps to foster executive skills, metacognition, 
self-efficacy, motivation, and persistence in students. 
This learning experience also explores ways to create 
a classroom and school-wide culture that promotes EF 
development. 

Level: Basic

T30 Instruction
Building Student Language Facility of Social Studies 
and Science Units
Julie Deno, CID, St. Louis, MO
Amy Hudson, CID, St. Louis, MO

This session will provide information about teaching 
students with syntactic and conversational language 
delays. Presenters will discuss incorporating state learning 
standards and grade level curricula to create social studies 
and science units that enhance student facility with new 
vocabulary and language concepts. Unit examples and 
lesson plans will be provided.  

Level: Intermediate

T31 Instruction
The Memory Connection: Multisensory Strategies for 
Boosting Students’ Working Memory
Jennifer Hasser, Kendore Learning, Syllables Learning 
Center, Alpharetta, GA

Reading and comprehending text employs working 
memory, the brain’s system for storing and managing 
information. In this lively session, participants will learn 
proven multisensory strategies to improve working memory 
simultaneously with all levels of phonics instruction. We 
will also discuss the research linking reading disabilities 
and working memory deficits. 

Level: Intermediate
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19       4:15 PM – 5:15 PM 

T35 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
How Executive Function (EF) Coaching Prepares 
Students  for College 
Melissa Knight, Lynn University, Boca Raton, FL

The building of executive function skills requires time, 
repetition, and accountability. This presentation will help 
parents and educators learn how to step away, and how to 
empower rather than enable. Failure improves decision-
making skills and empowers the student to try other 
avenues to become more successful.  

Level: Basic

T36 Instruction
Students with Learning Disabilities Need Government 
and Civics Instruction, Too 
Bruce Miller, Landmark School, Prides Crossing, MA

Civics instruction is critical in a democracy. How do we 
ensure that all students access this area of the curriculum? 
Explore language-based strategies, adapted materials, 
web-based exercises, relevant games, and kinesthetic 
activities designed for students with special needs. 

Level: Basic

T37 Parents/Family
The Role of Occupational Therapy Services Across 
the Life Span
Robin Huesca, Lake Washington Institute of Technology, 
Kirkland, WA

Occupational therapy (OT) services provide customized 
treatment programs in home, medical, community and 
educational settings. OT strives to improve individuals’ 
ability to perform daily activities across the lifespan, with 
adaptation and equipment recommendations and training, 
performance skills assessments and treatment, as well as 
guidance to family members , caregivers and institutions. 
The session will focus on the global scope of practice 
for occupational therapy and how the service delivery 
can benefit individuals, families and institutions. Specific 
examples will be provided for each practice area and age 
group. 

Level: Basic

T32 Advocacy/Public Policy
Overcoming Learning Disability Barriers One Jet 
Pack at a Time!
Collin Diedrich, Ph.D., Post-Doctoral Fellow, University 
of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA

Learning disabilities should not be a barrier to success! The 
presenter will address how to overcome this barrier. Dr. 
Diedrich has multiple learning disabilities and will discuss 
his academic journey while addressing self-advocacy, 
building on failures, overcoming imposter syndrome, and 
finding jet packs to help you fly over barriers. 

Level: Basic

T33 Technology
Learning Disabilities, Writing, Digital Technology: 
Experiences in an Inclusive Classroom
April Whitehurst, University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro, NC

The results of a case study exploring the writing 
experiences of students with learning disabilities when 
using digital technology are discussed. Attendees will 
better understand the writing attitudes, experiences, and 
self-efficacy beliefs of students with learning disabilities 
and how their practices are affected by the introduction of 
digital technologies.

Level: Basic

T34 Cultural Diversity
Inclusive Literature: Affirming Worth for All Children 
Nilsa Thorsos, PhD, National University, Los Angeles.
CA
Suzanne Evans, EdD, National University, La Jolla, CA
Britt Tatman Ferguson, PhD, National University, La 
Jolla, CA

Utilizing children’s literature that includes characters with 
learning disabilities facilitates inclusion.  Portrayal of 
characters, what is pictured and said powerfully impact 
how children view disabilities, others and selves. An 
extensive review of inclusive literature with an annotated 
bibliography to use at all grade levels and settings will be 
provided. 

Level: Intermediate
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19         4:15 PM  –  5:15 PM   
T38

TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS
Are you a teacher looking to gain new insights, skills, techniques, or strategies? Table Talks are designed 
to give you access to a lot of great information in a short amount of time. In a Table Talk session, you’ll get 
to participate in three different mini-workshops. Just pick a topic of interest, grab a chair at the appropriate 
table, and when that mini-session is over, move to your next speaker. Table talks are informal, fun, and a 
great way to quickly gather a lot of new ideas! 

Coordinator:  Lori Parks, LDA Board of Directors, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI

Selecting the Most Effective Support Model for Math 
Inclusion
Kellian Hughes, Allef ISD, Houston, TX

In this session, participants will learn the basics of the six 
support models and how to choose the most effective model 
for instructional support.  Attendees will also learn how to 
overcome barriers such as lack of collaborative planning 
opportunities, content knowledge, and engagement in first 
line instruction.

Strethening the Essential School Partnership: A How 
to Discuss Parent-Teacher Collaboration
Michelle, Simmons, Ed.D., West Texas A&M University, 
Canyon, TX
Dr. Frank Goode, West Texas A&M University, Canyon, 
TX
Puff Niegos, West Texas A&M University, Canyon, TX
Tammye Jackson, West Texas A&M University, Canyon, 
TX 

Individual Education Plan (IEP) and Section 504 Plan 
meetings are an essential piece in the educational 
journey for students with learning disabilities; however, 
the partnership between parents and educators may 
be characterized through a lack of communication and 
collaboration. The purpose of this discussion is to provide 
educators suggestions for engaging parents and families 
in the IEP and 504 planning process. 

Improving Disproprotionality in Special Education 
by Preparing Culturally Responsive Pre-Service 
Teachers 
Dr. Pamela Peak, University of North Texas, Denton, TX
Dr. Brenda Barrio, Washington State University, 
Pullman, WA
Kira Carbonneau, Washington State University, Pullman, 
WA

Recommendations on how to prepare culturally responsive 
pre-service teachers when implementing components 
of pre-referral models will be discussed. Implications for 
teachers, educators, researchers, and practitioners are 
based on findings from a study comparing 428 pre-service 
teachers’ perceived beliefs and knowledge about culturally 
responsive practices within a pre-referral model.

Writing for Publication in the Journal (LDMJ) Meet 
the Editors  
Richard Boon, The University of Texas at San Antonio, 
San Antonio, TX
Dr. Robin Church, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
MD

The purpose of this session is to meet the editors of 
Learning Disabilities Association’s (LDA’s) premier journal, 
Learning Disabilities: A Multidisciplinary Journal. The 
goals and objectives of the journal, topics of interest, types 
of manuscript submissions, the peer-review process, and 
opportunities  to  serve as a potential reviewer will be 
discussed.

Learning and Visual Perception: Irlen Syndrome
Dr. Carol Zuccone, Irlen Clinic, Houston, TX

Why students don’t succeed despite more than adequate 
instruction keeps dedicated teachers awake at night.  
Learn about the visual brain and the impact of a visual 
perceptual sensory modulation disorder known as Irlen 
Syndrome on reading, learning, and attention.  Participants 
will learn the symptoms and opportunities to assess their 
own symptom pattern.  Information about developing a 
screening program in schools will be available.

Lifelong Impact of Early Childhood Educational 
Intervention
Betty Coneway, Ph.D., West Texas A&M University, 
Canyon, TX
Dr. Sang Hwang, West Texas A&M University, Canyon, 
TX

This session will share findings from a longitudinal, 
collaborative research project conducted by researchers 
from West Texas A&M University and administrators from 
the Opportunity School, a non-profit preschool located in 
Amarillo, TX. Presenters will facilitate discussion of best 
practices in early childhood education. 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19         4:15 PM  –  5:15 PM   

Position: A Predominant Force in Decoding and 
Encoding Skills
Susan Kahn, Reading Now, Waltham, MA

The position of a letter or letter team within a syllable often 
determines its sound and/or spelling.  Look at the three 
sounds of Y in the following words: My, Biology, Myth.  In 
each word, position determines the Y sound.  To promote 
literacy, both sound/symbol correspondence and position 
need to be taught, and this will be presented.

Tools and Techniques to Help Students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD) Succeed in College
Janet TerLouw, The Briarwood School, Houston, TX 
Mary Sarver, The Briarwood School, Houston, TX

This session will demonstrate research-based techniques 
for helping students with learning disabilities succeed 
in college, including self-awareness and self-advocacy, 
how to navigate college learning support, and executive-
functioning strategies. 

Executive Functions and Reading
Angela Owens, Region 19, El Paso, TX
Bernice Garcia, Region 19, El Paso, TX

Why is reading such a challenge for so many? If we think 
about what students face when they tackle reading, we 
see executive functions at work: planning where and 
when to read to extract meaning, retaining, and applying 
information. In this session, attendees will explore how to 
help struggling readers.

What I Wish I Knew: Unique Reflections Inspiring 
Exceptional Collaboration
Deitra Kuester, Bradley University, Peoria, IL
Tony A. Klockenga, Bradley University, Peoria, IL

Greater diversity among students, increased class sizes, 
less prep time, and fewer resources necessitate a think-
outside-the-box approach to collaboration. Perspectives of 
secondary general education teachers about their training, 
real world after-thoughts and ongoing think-outside-the-
box collaboration will help support successful collaboration 
among new and practicing general and special education 
teachers.

T38
TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS (continued)

Follow the Neurodivergent Child through the 
Montessori Pedagogy
Caroline Henry-Packer, The University of North Texas, 
The Westwood School, Denton, TX

The Montessori Method, pathway to individualized and 
personalized learning, allows the child to discover the world 
around him/her through unfettered lens. This environment 
fosters a development of the whole child. The Montessori 
Method requires the guides to be stewards of their own 
process to better meet the needs of the student. The guide 
of a neurodivergent learner expects to be prepared to meet 
his/her needs so as to ensure equity in the classroom. 
Through the preparation of the self and the environment, the 
neurodivergent learner gains over his/her learning process.

Algebra Tiles: Hands-on Instruction to Teach Algebra 
Skills
Barb Meier, University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, WI

Algebra is a difficult subject for students with learning 
disabilities. This hands-on session addresses 
how to use Algebra Tile manipulatives to support 
students in learning algebraic concepts. Learn 
how to model polynomials, the zero principle, and 
adding and subtracting polynomials. Time permitting, 
additional computational strategies will be presented.

Understanding Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD): A Conversation
Lorri Comeau, Western England University, Springfield, 
MA

The ADHD diagnosis continues to be widely misunderstood 
impacting students’ abilities for success and negatively 
impacting how they view themselves as learners. This 
Table Talk presentation will engage participants in a review 
of ADHD , challenges and strengths, medication truths, 
and how the ADHD brain works. This Table Talk will also 
review some of the more helpful accommodations and 
assistive technologies that provide productive support. The 
talk’s objectives are to demystify the diagnosis; discuss 
practical academic supports; and encourage educators, 
parents, and administrators to incorporate positivity and 
compassion in their discussions with students in regard to 
what ADHD is and what it isn’t.  
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LDA STATE AFFILIATES/CONTACTS 
 
 
ALABAMA 
Tamara Massey-Garrett, Montgomery 
 
ALASKA 
Matthew Talley, Juneau 
 
ARIZONA 
Rob Crawford, Glendale 
 
ARKANSAS 
Kimberly Newton, Conway 
Kaci Smith, Farmington 
 
CALIFORNIA* 
 
COLORADO* 
Avivah Polmer, Colorado Springs 
Sandy Furth, Golden 
 
WASHINGTON, DC* 
Aaron McCormick 
 
FLORIDA 
Michelle Davis, Nokomis 
Kimberley Spire-Oh, West Palm Beach 
 
GEORGIA 
Joan Teach, Atlanta 
 
ILLINOIS 
Kathleen Loftus, Buffalo Grove 
 
INDIANA 
Patty Useem, West Lafayette 
 
IOWA 
Paula Hamp, Sioux City 
 
KANSAS 
Charity Zeigler, Merriam 
 
KENTUCKY 
Steve Noble, Louisville 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Denotes state affiliate is currently 
inactive 
 
 
 

LOUISIANA 
Jo Ann Lorusso, New Orleans 
 
MAINE 
Maureen Smart, South Portland 
 
MARYLAND 
Jamie Brown, Upper Marlboro 
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Josh Del Viscovo, Boston 
 
MICHIGAN 
Crystal Young, Grand Rapids 
 
MINNESOTA 
Martha Moriarty, Golden Valley 
 
MISSOURI* 
Pam Kortum, St. Louis 
 
MONTANA* 
 
NEBRASKA 
Clarice Jackson, Omaha 
 
NEVADA* 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Kristina Scott, Bradford, MA 
 
NEW JERSEY 
Leslie Rubinstein, East Brunswick 
 
NEW YORK 
Jeffrey Baker, Fairport 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Jo Anna Barnes, Chapel Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OHIO 
Dave Saunders, South Vienna 
 
OKLAHOMA 
Holly Hunt, Duncan 
 
OREGON 
Laura Rosal, Lake Oswego 
 
PENNSYLVANIA* 
Collin Diedrich, Pittsburgh 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Analisa Smith, Chapin 
 
SOUTH DAKOTA* 
Jim Huff, Rapid City 
 
TENNESSEE 
Joy Sue Marsh, Germantown 
 
TEXAS 
Cathy Einhorn, Plano 
Rachel Krueger, San Antonio 
 
UTAH 
Heidi Preece, Provo 
 
VIRGINIA* 
 
WASHINGTON 
Nancy Sobich, Bellevue 
 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Lori Dubrawka, Charleston 
 
WISCONSIN 
Barb Meier, Chippewa Falls 
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Wednesday, February 20, 2019 at 12:00 PM
Join us Wednesday for 
the Adult Luncheon!

Eric McGehearty
Advocate, Consultant and Sculptor

Dallas, TX

Eric McGehearty is the CEO of Globe Runner, a top-performing, full-service digital marketing agency based in Dallas, 
Texas. The company, founded in 2009, is one of the most prominent digital marketing companies in Texas and continues 
to grow. In January of 2017, Globe Runner acquired Black Lab Creative, a North Texas marketing agency, that has since 
amped up Globe Runner’s capabilities in the creative space. McGehearty’s and Globe Runner were featured in The 
Dallas Business Journal announcing the acquisition.

Eric is also the host of the upcoming television show “The Curious Entrepreneur” scheduled to come out mid-2018 on 
Amazon Prime. On “The Curious Entrepreneur” Eric interviews successful Entrepreneurs uncovering their business 
successes and failures.

He is a classic renaissance man. Mr. McGehearty is also an award-winning sculptor whose work has been exhibited 
in galleries and museums across the United States. He believes that being an artist helps him to envision creative 
solutions and is one of the major reasons he’s been a successful entrepreneur.

McGehearty volunteers his time to work with and advocate for people with learning disabilities. A dyslexic himself he is 
committed to improving education for those of us that learn differently. In 2016, Eric and his wife founded StandUpLD, 
a non-profit support network for parents and educators seeking educational resources to support and inspire children 
with learning disabilities. StandUpLD held its first conference in February, 2018 to a fantastic reception, and many more 
successful events are in the works.

Though Mr. McGehearty has achieved success in many fields, the role he cherishes most is that of husband to his wife 
Heather and father to their four children Keegan, Trevor, Elliot and Claire.

Join us for this informative and inspirational luncheon program. 

Pre-registration is required.
$40 tickets are available for purchase on the pre-registration form and online.
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KEYNOTE SESSION
Keys to Answering a Perplexing Question:   

Is It a Language Difference or a Learning Disability?

Alba Ortiz, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, University of Texas at Austin
Austin, TX

Dr. Alba Ortiz is Professor of Special Education and Director of the Office of Bilingual 
Education at University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Ortiz received her Ph.D. in Special 
Education Administration from the University of Texas in 1976. Dr. Ortiz is a nationally 
recognized expert on the education of linguistically and culturally diverse learners 
with disabilities. In 1992, she served as the President of the International Council for 
Exceptional Children. In 1994, she was awarded the President’s Achievement Award by 
the National Association for Bilingual Education. She recently co-chaired the Exceptional 
Needs Committee for the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards and is 
currently a member of the National Education Research Policies and Priorities Board.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20       8:00 AM – 9:15 AM 

WEDNESDAY STRANDS

Advocacy/Public Policy W2, W12, W25 Mental Health W2, W10, W23, W26 

Assessment/Evaluation W17, W27, W32 Parents/Families W3, W10, W11, W16, W30, W24, 
W37 

Cultural Diversity W27, W34 Post-Secondary/Adult 
Transition W1, W19, W30, W31 

Early Childhood W9 Professional Preparation W13 

Environmental/Medical W16 Related Disorders W7 

Instruction 
W4, W5, W6, W14, W15, W18, 
W20, W22, W29, W33, W34, W35, 
W36 

Technology W11, W21 

Legal Justice  Urban Education W5, W10, W13, W29 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20       9:45 AM – 12:00 PM 

W1              
9:45 AM - 12:00 PM 
    

Adult Topics Workshop

Transitioning to Employment for Adults with Learning Disabilities
Julia Frost, University of the Ozarks, Clarksville, AR
Dr. Candace Joles, Vincennes University, Vincennes, IN
Colin Diedrich, Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA
Eric McGehearty, Globe Runner, Dallas, TX

The transition from an educational setting to employment can be one of the most challenging transitions for anyone, 
but when you have a learning disability, the challenges are often multiplied.  This panel, made up of two adults with 
learning disabilities and two college disability program directors, will focus on effectively preparing for this transition, 
what challenges to be prepared for, and how to meet these challenges in a manner that will result in successful long term 
employment.   Also covered will be understanding the laws that cover employment, disclosing the disability, exploring 
assistive technology, and learning effective self-advocacy skills.    

During this workshop, you will hear from two individuals who have had to decide whether to disclose their learning 
disabilities to their employers, why they made the decisions that they did, and how they chose to proceed.  They will 
also share compensatory strategies they developed to enable their employers to assist them in implementing effective, 
reasonable accommodations so that they could succeed at work and life.  You will also hear from two college disability 
program directors who have seen their former students experience both success and failure in the world of work.  From 
their experiences, they will share what strategies the students who were successful used and suggest what steps others 
might take to reach the same success. If you are an adult with LD or if you work with or parent of an adult with LD, this 
session will help you to make this transition a much smoother one.

Level: Intermediate 

LDA AT 
Solutions 
Lab
Living. Learning. Working. Playing.

Wednesday,
February 20, 2019

9:15 am to 1:30 pm
Visit the AT Solutions Lab to 

explore strategies and solutions 
for learning disabilities!

Presentations and AT demonstra-
tions will be given by exhibitors 
and professionals from around 

the country!
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20       9:45 AM – 10:45 AM 

W2 Advocacy/Public Policy
Students in Mental Crisis: Evaluation of Self-Harm, 
Direct Threat, and Otherwise Qualified for Post-
Secondary Institutions
Diego Demaya, Memorial Hermann, Houston, TX

This session will provide an update on Federal enforcement 
efforts and review best practices toward establishing 
a legally sustainable policy of inclusion while assuring 
the safety of students and faculty. We will also discuss 
strategies to meet reporting obligations while assuring the 
privacy and well-being of students facing an emotional or 
psychiatric crisis. 

Level: Intermediate

W3 Instruction
Lessons Learned From The Eagle Who Thought He 
Was A Chicken
John Willson, SOAR NC, Balsam, NC

Are you looking for strategies that will not only help manage 
behavior, but also help young people recognize and reach 
for the excellence within each of them? This session will 
focus on a collection of positive behavior development 
strategies designed to maximize the potential, resilience, 
and abilities of children diagnosed with learning disabilities 
and ADHD.

Level: Intermediate

W4 Instruction
Engage and Motivate: Positive Participation for 
Students with Learning Disabilities 
Jennifer Harkins, LDA Board of Directors, Eagle Hill 
School, Greenwich, CT
Daniel Baker, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT

This session will provide attendees with hands-on and 
practical approaches including engagement techniques, 
strategies, and activities which can help students with 
learning disabilities to be more positive and productive 
participants in their classes.  With increased engagement, 
students with learning disabilities can begin to be more 
intrinsically motivated.

Level: Intermediate

W5 Instruction
Writing Fluency: Cadence and Movement
Judith Fuhrman, Riverside Unified School District, 
Riverside, CA

Students lacking writing fluency devote considerable 
amounts of cognitive energy to sentence generation 
making it difficult to focus on the ideas they are conveying. 
Come prepared to participate in this fast-paced, hands-on 
session that will focus on practical activities that can be 
implemented immediately in your elementary or secondary 
classroom.

Level: Basic

W6 Instruction
Evidence-Based Math Strategies for Elementary 
Students with Learning Disabilities
Brittney Newcomer, Understood, New York, NY
Bob Cunningham, Understood, New York, NY
Cliff Archey, Understood, New York, NY

Many elementary students struggle to understand math 
concepts like place value and fractions. In this session, 
we’ll explore research-based strategies that help all 
students, especially students with learning disabilities, 
understand these concepts. Participants will receive a 
packet of strategies so they can implement new practices 
in their classrooms. 

Level: Basic

W7 Related Disorders
A Leading Cause of Learning Disabilities: 
Recognizing and Understanding Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder (FASD)
Lyn McMurry, North Texas FASD Network, Dallas, TX
Julia Rivera, LDA of Texas, Dallas, TX
Angelle Gremillion, North Texas FASD Network, Dallas, 
TX
Lynn Alsup, North Texas FASD Network, Midland, TX
Maggie Hodgson, North Texas FASD Network, Dallas, 
TX

Learning Disabilities can stem from damage to the brain 
that results from even limited prenatal alcohol exposure.  
Primary symptoms often resemble ADHD, Sensory 
Processing Disorder, Auditory Processing Disorder and/
or Autism Spectrum Disorder.  Interventions based on 
accurate understanding and accommodation of brain 
damage/function—both challenges and strengths—
support students, caregivers, and professionals in 
achieving successful outcomes.

Level: Basic

W8 Technology
Improving Reading and Writing with Free Microsoft 
Learning Tools
Rachel Berger, Dyslexia & LD Community Consultant, 
Microsoft, Redmond, WA

Hear how Microsoft is adding new features that make 
creating and reading content easier for users with learning 
differences like dyslexia, dysgraphia, ADHD, English 
language learners or emerging readers.

Level: Basic
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Benefits of LDA Membership
The Learning Disabilities Association of America believes that every person with learning disabilities can succeed at 
school, at work, in relationships, and within the community – when provided the right supports and the right opportunities.

Join LDA in creating those opportunities!

 LDA is the voice for people with learning disabilities of all ages and their families.
 LDA is the leading advocate for laws and policies that create opportunities for people with learning disabilities.
 LDA is a leader in promoting research into the nature and causes of learning disabilities.

Benefits of Membership:

 Support through local and state groups and workshops.
 Advocacy through assistance, training and information.
 Information via a toll-free call-in line – 888-300-6710.
 Resources on the LDA website for parents, teachers, professionals, adults, and those new to learning disabilities.
 News briefings of the week’s top stories on learning disabilities and related topics via THE LD SOURCE, a free, opt-in email 

resource.
 News from Washington: monthly reports on legislative issues via LDA’s Legislative News, electronic newsletter.
 LDA Today: LDA’s comprehensive national electronic newsletter published bi-monthly.
 Comprehensive web site featuring an exclusive members only area with access to leading experts and online training.
 Discounts on registration for state and national LDA conferences and workshops.
 Discounted subscription to Learning Disabilities: A Multidiciplinary Journal, a peer-reviewed journal published 

quarterly.
 Access to Professional Liability, General Liability and Abuse and Molestation defense coverage through 

EducatorProtect.

Membership:

As an advocacy organization, membership is what keeps LDA thriving and allows our voices and those of the children and 
families whom we serve to be heard. The support we receive through membership in LDA enables us to:

 Unite individuals, families, and professionals who have a shared commitment to individuals with learning 
disabilities.

 Raise awareness about learning disabilities among policymakers and the public at large.
 Advocate to preserve, enhance and expand access to services for children and adults with learning disabilities.
 Represent the needs and interests of children and adults with learning disabilities to regulatory and policy-making 

entities.
 Create and distribute policy and position statements and public testimony on various aspects of policies that impact 

the lives of children and adults with learning disabilities.
 Develop action alerts on crucial national legislation.
 Collaborate with professional and advocacy organizations on public policy on a national level.

 
www.ldaamerica.org 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20                                          11:00 AM –  12:00 PM 
W9 Early Childhood
Play-Full Approaches to Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) Challenges in 
Children
Diana Kennedy, MindSpark, San Anselmo, CA
Holly Seerely, MFT, Mill Valley, CA

Jean Piaget said, “Play is the work of childhood.”  The 
presenters will share the ways they engage students in 
play as a way into the academic, social, and emotional 
realms important for growth. Children learn from, respond 
to, and heal through play-full engagement.

Level: Intermediate

W10 Mental Health
Substance Use Disorders (SUD): What You Need to 
Know 
Tina Johnston, NewStarts, Flower Mound, TX

SUDs stands for Substance Use Disorders and is 
something no one wants to talk about. But we must. We 
will also talk about how learning disabilities can contribute 
to drug or alcohol use. Just being aware will make a huge 
difference. Let’s gab, blab, and even play a little.  

Level: Basic

W11 Technology
Creating an Accessible Post-Secondary Learning 
Environment for Individuals with Specific Learning 
Disabilities (SLD)
Theresa Garfield, Texas A&M University-San Antonio, 
San Antonio, TX
Evelyn Villarreal, Texas A&M University-San Antonio, 
San Antonio, TX

This session will provide an overview of several strategies 
for making higher education course materials accessible 
to all learners. Accessibility features in common software 
programs, learning management systems, and other 
avenues will be explored. A foundation in legal perspectives 
will also be explored.  

Level: Basic

W12 Advocacy/Public Policy
Affiliate Building for State Leadership
Dr. Analisa Smith, LDA Board of Directors, LDA of South 
Carolina, Irmo, SC
Kaci Smith, LDA of Arkansas, Farmington, AR

This session is a round robin training for LDA Affiliate 
Presidents/Leadership Representatives. Stations for 
different training aspects for state affiliates will be provided 
in areas related social media, newsletters, membership 
increase; marketing; intraweb, fundraising, Healthy 
Children Project, etc. Training topics will be based solely 
upon affiliate needs. 

Level: Basic

W13 Professional Preparation
Putting Students First: A Model for Special Education 
Collaboration
Rachel David, LDA of Minnesota, Golden Valley, MN
Mary Beth Kelley, LDA of Minnesota, Golden Valley, MN

This session will provide you with a model that will guide 
you to creating meaningful relationships among team 
members, while knowing what is in the best interest of the 
child and the legal guidelines that protect both the school 
and home.

Level: Intermediate

W14 Instruction
Where Did my Materials and Time Go?  Organize It!
Geraldine Pesacreta, The Hill Center, Durham, NC
Kerrie Goray, The Hill Center, Durham, NC

Using the curriculum developed for The Hill Center 
Executive Function Program, participants learn multiple 
organizational strategies that help students manage their 
materials and time. Participants learn notebook systems, 
calendar formats, and time management tools.  All 
materials needed to implement these strategies are made 
available to participants.  

Level: Basic

W15 Instruction
Dyslexia and Good Evidence-Based Methods to Use 
for Remediation
Dr. Deborah Levy, Levy Learning Center, Miami, FL

The session will go over symptoms of Dyslexia. It will also 
go over the scope and sequence of the Orton-Gillingham 
program which is systematic, explicit, and multi-sensory in 
the teaching of phonics from K-12 grade.

Level: Basic
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        1:30 PM –  2:30 PM 

W16 Environmental/Medical
Harmful Chemicals in Our Food and How to Avoid 
Them
Tracy Gregoire, LDA of America’s Healthy Children 
Project, Topsham, ME
Maureen Swanson, LDA of America’s Healthy Children 
Project, Pittsburgh, PA

Did you know that chemicals linked to learning and 
attention issues, obesity, and even cancer are in your 
food? Learn about the chemicals, how they are getting 
into your food, why processed foods like mac and cheese 
contain more chemicals, and tips on how to better protect 
yourself and your family. 

Level: Basic

W17 Assessment & Evaluation
Using Formal Assessment Results to Form 
Classroom Intervention Strategies
Sharon Wright, Hope Discovery Center, Allen, TX

Formal assessment scores can be interpreted to form 
intervention strategies by understanding the common 
learning difficulties manifested in the classroom that coincide 
with each area of cognition measured.  Recognizing and 
understanding characteristics of cognitive vulnerabilities 
provides educators insight for when, where, and how to 
apply best teaching practices for greater opportunities for 
student success.  

Level: Intermediate
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        1:30 PM –  2:30 PM 

W18 Instruction
Building Multiplication and Division Concepts 
through Language Scaffolding
Sarah Heffernan, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT

The presenter will demonstrate a systematic approach 
for teaching foundational mathematical vocabulary and 
language. She will subsequently show how to build upon it 
to teach multiplication and division concepts incrementally. 
Additionally, the presentation will include a method for 
analyzing, responding to, and anticipating student errors.

Level: Basic

W19 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
More Than Academics: The Other Skills Needed for 
College
Anne Arent, Maplebrook School, Amenia, NY

When students enter college unprepared, they face 
academic barriers and it is more so for students with 
learning disabilities. This affects their self-esteem and 
future success. This workshop is designed to discuss the 
skills needed to help our students be successful in college. 

Level: Basic

W20 Instruction
Study Skills That Work: Evidence Based Solutions 
for Students with Learning Disabilities/Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
Jennifer Cohen, LaunchPad Education, Dallas, TX

Study skills are critical to academic success in high school 
and higher education. Unfortunately, most students never 
receive formal study skills training.  Learn about actionable, 
research-supported study techniques, useful Apps, and 
good study hygiene. Use the skills yourself, share with 
your students or apply them to your teaching.  

Level: Basic

W21 Technology
Note Taking: Tools and Tips to Increase 
Independence and Accuracy
Jessi Wright, Tools for Life, Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA
Rachel Wilson, Tools for Life, Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA
Martha Rust, Tools for Life, Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA

This presentation will discuss and demonstrate a variety 
of note taking tools and strategies to assist individuals 
with learning disabilities, and those with different learning 
styles as well. Participants will have the opportunity for a 
hands-on experience with many of the tools.  

Level: Basic

W22 Instruction
Improving Working Memory As I Teach: The Psycho-
Cognitive Connection
Chinenye Okoye, Nigeria

It doesn’t get more frustrating than remaining on the same 
topic for several weeks and worse still, with little hopes of 
achieving your learning and lesson goals. Yes we get it! 
Our kids have learning disabilities BUT perhaps it’s time 
to change the way we teach. Working memory helps kids’ 
process information in real time through picking up from 
learned schemas while expanding their zones of proximal 
development through great scaffolding techniques. 
However, sometimes, this is simply not enough and 
learning remains painfully slow and anxiety provoking. The 
result is an ‘Anxious and Defensive learner’ who  minimally 
operates on a cortical level, subconsciously drifts away, 
loses attention, and sometimes becomes disruptive as a 
coping mechanism.

Level: Basic

W23 Mental Health
5 Reasons Why Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorders (ADHD) Struggle Academically Plus 
Intervention Strategies
Chris A. Dendy, Chris A.Z. Dendy Consulting LLC, 
Cedar Bluff, AL

A veteran school psychologist and parent of children with 
ADHD will review five key factors that impact academic 
performance (the 3-5 year brain maturation delay, inefficient 
brain chemistry, coexisting conditions). Finally, intervention 
strategies to address specific academic challenges will be 
reviewed: homework and long-term project completion, 
memory problems, and disorganization.  

Level: Basic
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        2:45 PM –  4:15 PM 

LDA has prepared these great tips for attendees. We hope 
you find these hints helpful in planning a wonderful learning 
experience. 
 
Don’t go around the block. LDA has secured a block of rooms 
at a special rate. Rooms not utilized in our block impacts LDA 
financially, so please keep this in mind when booking your 
hotel rooms. 
 
Save Money. Register on or before February 2, 2019, to receive 
the early bird registration fee.

Dress in layers. Meeting room temperatures fluctuate 
throughout the day. Heating and cooling systems are not 
always reliable, so pack a sweater or jacket.

Please put all cell phones in vibrate or off mode. If you must 
take a call, please step totally out of the room before speaking 
on your phone.

W24 Parents/Families
Help! My Child Only Has Virtual Friends. Learn How 
To Go From Cajoling to Collaboration and Help Your 
Child Develop True Friendships 
Caroline Maguire, ADD Coach Academy, New England 
Coaching Services, Albany, NY

“I have virtual friends thank you very much!” So how do 
you start the “you need real friends” conversation without 
getting a door slammed in your face? This session will 
provide parents with strategies and actual follow-along 
scripts that will minimize the head banging that occurs 
during these conversations. Learn how to work with 
your teen to design a realistic road map, to help him/her 
overcome fears and social challenges while exploring 
alternative activities so he/she can seek positive in-person 
friendships.  

Level: Basic

W25 Advocacy/Public Policy
Disproportionality and Learning Disabilities: Public 
Policy and Advocacy Committee Workshop
JoAnna Barnes, LDA Board of Directors, Chapel Hill, NC
Monica McHale-Small, LDA Board of Directors, 
Philadelphia, PA

This session presents the relevant research on 
disproportionality in identification, placement, and discipline 
of students with learning disabilities. The emphasis will be 
on examining the root causes of disproportionality and 
recommending practice and policy changes that would 
ensure all students receive services which ensure Free 
Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) regardless of race, 
ethnicity, or socioeconomic status. 

Level: Intermediate

W26 Mental Health
The Twice-Exceptional (2e) Person: Gifted/Dyslexic 
Jim Russell, Ph.D., LDA Board of Directors, Counselor, 
St. Louis, MO

The Twice-exceptional (2e) person (Gifted/Learning 
Disables) is misunderstood from childhood through 
adulthood. The main points covered during the presentation 
will be looking at the cognitive and emotional difficulties 
experienced by the person, the identification process 
using the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders (DSM–5) (e.g., identifying Dyslexia), living with 
asynchronous development, and successful transitions. 

Level: Intermediate

W27 Cultural Diversity
Language and Literacy Assessment Record for 
English Learners (LLAREL)
Alba Ortiz, Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin, Austin, 
TX
Phyllis Robertson, Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi, Corpus Christi, TX

Planning core instruction and supplemental intervention, 
monitoring progress, and making special education referral 
decisions for English Learners, requires understanding 
language and literacy development in the native language 
and in English, over time. Learn how to use the LLAREL 
to aggregate and interpret longitudinal data for effective 
instructional planning and decision-making. 

Level: Intermediate
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        2:45 PM –  4:15 PM 

W29 Instruction
Essential Concepts and Real-World Problems: Using 
Manipulatives, Discourse, and Technology
Donna Knoell, Educational Consultant and Author, 
Shawnee Mission, KS

The speaker will offer strategies to help students understand 
essential mathematics concepts and solve problems. She 
will model effective use of manipulatives, technology, and 
mathematical discourse, to increase students’ reasoning, 
vocabulary, and algebraic thinking. Strategies will benefit 
all students with Learning Disabilities and students without 
L.D. identification, including ELL’s.  

Level: Basic

W30 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Smart Choices: Effective Transition Planning for 
Teens and Young Adults
Rob Crawford, Life Development Institute, Glendale, AZ

In this session, participants will be introduced to the Self-
Evaluation of Adult Knowledge and Skills (SEAKS),  a 
person-centered, evidence and strength-based transition 
decision-making process successfully used with students 
with Learning Disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), and related conditions. SEAKS 
competencies identify specific transition-related major life 
demands, skills and behaviors that any individual between 
the ages of 16-30 - disabled or not - will need for personal 
success in their specific communities.   

Level: Intermediate
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        4:30 PM  –  5:30 PM   

W31 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Effective Executive Function (EF) in the Workplace
Michele Ramsay, College Internship Program, Brevard, 
FL

I got the job. Now how do I keep the job? TIP: Employers 
want organized people working for them. This interactive 
session will discuss real-life challenges in the workplace, 
as well as the necessary executive functioning (EF) skills 
that can be strengthened to ensure success.   

Level: Basic

W32 Assessment & Evaluation
Executive Functioning and Emotional Regulation 
Concerns in Student with Nonverbal Learning 
Disabilities (NVLD)
Dr. Tom Hays, Franklin Academy, East Haddam, CT
Josh Acocella-Stollerman, Franklin Academy, East 
Haddam, CT

In this seminar, the concepts of executive functioning and 
emotional regulation will be explored as they pertain to the 
everyday functioning of individuals with NVLD. Included 
in this discussion will be an overview of the neurology, 
assessment, behavioral patterns, and intervention of 
executive functioning and emotional regulation.  

Level: Basic

W33 Instruction
Addressing the National Reading Panel’s Five 
Instructional Components in Remediation of Reading 
in Middle and High School General Education 
Classroom
Mollie Shaw, M.Ed., PCET, CDT, Trinity Harbor 
Education Services, Joshua, TX

Strategies for addressing below-level readers in the 
general education classroom will be presented based 
on the five instructional areas identified by the National 
Reading Panel in 2000: phonological awareness, phonics, 
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. The theoretical 
framework comes from theories of social learning and 
mediated instruction by Vygotsky and Feuerstein, and 
from classical education philosophy and methods. Specific 
strategies will be presented. 

Level: Intermediate

W34 Instruction
Core Curriculum or Back to Basics? Developing 
Literate, Thoughtful Students
Fern Goldstein, Community School, Teaneck, NJ

Should we gear instructional content towards remediation 
and Individualized Education Plans (IEP), or should we 
stimulate intellectual growth and teach to core curriculum 
standards? This session examines how the ELA standards 
can inspire effective, exciting instruction that challenges 
students (without frustrating them) while still meeting their 
IEP goals.  Materials and samples will be distributed. 

Level: Intermediate

W35 Instruction
Beyond Your Agenda: Practical Strategies to Improve 
Executive Function Skills
Aimee Byrne, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT
Lauren Polinsky, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT

Executive function is the cognitive ability to plan, complete, 
and evaluate tasks that involves an interrelated set of skills 
that help students achieve academic success and develop 
positive relationships. Participants will be provided with 
specific strategies and activities for students to build 
executive function skills across academic and social 
environments.  

Level: Intermediate
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        4:30 PM  –  5:30 PM   

W36 Instruction
Providing Written Language Acquisition for ALL 
Students: Reading with Writing in Mind
Nancy Charron, Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH
Marilyn Fenton, Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH

Come learn how to promote written language development 
with middle and high school students through the use of 
an instructional model and Universal Design for Learning 
procedures! Participants will use a variety of artwork to 
participate in utilizing this framework in an interactive 
workshop designed to improve students’ writing. 

Level: Basic

W37 Parents/Family
LEAD - Student Voices 
Jeanine Charlton, Cheyenne Mountain High School, 
Colorado Springs, CO

A  panel discussion with high school students who share their 
stories about being a teenager with a disability. Students 
present on what works, what helps, and what doesn’t help. 
No two students are alike, and their experiences can help 
educators and families learn more about what their lives 
are like. Students answer audience questions honestly 
about their lives, struggles, and successes. Students share 
both the challenges, and the ways in which their disability 
has helped them grow and  helped build resilience which 
will benefit them moving forward. These are predominantly 
college bound students, some who are working towards 
four year schools, others earning dual credits while in high 
school, and others considering two year programs.   

Level: Intermediate
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        4:30 PM  –  5:30 PM   

W38
TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS

Are you a teacher looking to gain new insights, skills, techniques, or strategies? Table Talks are designed 
to give you access to a lot of great information in a short amount of time. In a Table Talk session, you’ll get 
to participate in three different mini-workshops. Just pick a topic of interest, grab a chair at the appropriate 
table, and when that mini-session is over, move to your next speaker. Table talks are informal, fun, and a 
great way to quickly gather a lot of new ideas! 

Coordinator:  Lori Parks, LDA Board of Directors, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI

Evaluating Math Inclusion Classrooms
Kellian Hughes, Special Education, Alief ISD, Houston, 
TX

In this session,  participants will walk through components of 
a Co-Teaching Observation Checklist and use the checklist 
to take notes during observations of video lessons of co-
teaching in action.  Participants will collaborate through 
dialogue on best practices observed and leave with a list 
of key features of inclusion support and expectations for 
their special education and general education teachers in 
providing solid, engaging first line instruction.  

Word Shapes! A Multi-Sensory Approach to Teaching 
Grammar
Sheri Hamlow, ARK Institute of Learning, Tacoma, WA

Word Shapes is a multi-sensory approach that teaches 
grammar.  Word shapes are plastic shapes that represent 
parts of speech that can be manipulated to reflect 
accurate syntactic patterns. Word Shapes allows students 
to visualize sentence structure as they build their own 
sentences. 

Traditional Teaching Methods Don’t Work? Consider 
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)
Lyn McMurry, Dallas FASD Group, Dallas, TX 
Julia Rivera, LDA of Texas, Dallas, TX
Maggie Hodgson, Dallas FASD Group, Dallas, TX

The presenter will focus on learning disabilities caused by 
prenatal alcohol exposure or FASD.  With average or high 
IQ, completing school work and appropriate behaviors are 
challenging. This session explains the characteristics of a 
student with LD suggests a possible FASD diagnosis and 
provides strategies to improve learning outcomes.

Assistive Technology Table 
Sandi Smith, PATINS Project, Columbus, IN 

Table Talk suggestions for assistive technology devices, 
programs, apps, and extensions. Attendees will utilize the 
Student, Environment, Task, Tools (SETT) framework, 
which matches students to appropriate assistance.  

Co-teaching Literacy Strategies 
Paul Mazzuca, Adlai Stevenson High School, 
Lincolnshire, IL
Ryan Hutchins, Adlai Stevenson High School, 
Lincolnshire, IL

Participants will learn how to incorporate reading and 
writing strategies within the social studies curriculum.  
Participants will learn how to incorporate social studies 
learning targets and Individual Education Plan (IEP) goals. 
Participants will see examples of how to differentiate 
instruction to meet the needs of the special education 
students in the social classroom. Participants will learn 
how to effectively plan for a collaborative class utilizing 
the strengths of the social studies teacher and the special 
education teacher.

Reaching Tactile and Kinesthetic Learners in the 
Elementary Math Classroom 
Cora Box M.Ed., The Briarwood School, Houston, TX

Attendees will learn to create lessons that incorporate 
movement and excitement into elementary math concepts. 
This session will provide ideas for transitioning students 
from kinesthetic activities to independent practice and 
homework. Discover assessment ideas for hard to reach 
students. Incorporating multi-sensory learning strategies 
into lessons creates experiences students won’t soon 
forget!

General Education Teachers’ Attitudes and Concerns 
towards Inclusive Education in Delhi, India
Ajay Das, SUNY Empire State College, New York, NY
EunMi Cho,  LDA Professional Advisory Board, California 
State University, Sacremento, CA
Dr. Ashwini Tiwari, University of Houston-Downtown, 
Houston, TX

This presentation will discuss the findings of a qualitative 
research that aimed to determine teachers’ attitudes and 
concerns regarding inclusive education of children with 
disabilities in Delhi, India. This study’s findings will have 
implications for policy makers and teacher education 
programs in India.
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W38

TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS (continued)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        4:30 PM  –  5:30 PM   

Narrative Literary Analysis and Adolescents with 
Learning Disabilities (LD): Effective Inclusionary 
Practice   
Douglas Dexter, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA
Alison Malone, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA

This session will illuminate effective inclusion strategies in 
narrative literary analysis at the secondary level. Presenters 
will provide overviews and ready-to-use applications of 
research-supported strategies for thematic, structural, 
interactional, and performative narrative analysis. Learn 
techniques that will benefit all of your students, especially 
those with learning disabilities. 

Increasing Formative Assessment Knowledge: 
Learning Goals and Criteria for Success Practice   
Katrina Hovey Ph.D., Western Oregon University, 
Monmouth, OR
Dr. Pamela Peak, University of North Texas, Denton, TX

Phase one of a multi-year intervention study identifies 
whether teacher educator modeling of developing that 
utilizes formative assessments increases special education 
teacher candidates’ knowledge and self-efficacy related to 
developing and using formative assessments during field 
experiences with exceptional learners, will be presented.

Using Environmental Activities to Coaching 
Adolescents with Executive Functioning Difficulty   
Jim Forgan, Florida Atlantic University, Jupiter, FL

Coaching for teen boys with executive functioning difficulty 
does not have to be a sit-and-get approach.  You can use 
outdoor activities such as fishing or biking as the setting 
to work on a teen’s executive functioning skills. Through 
environmental activities, teens learn planning, organizing, 
patience, motivation, time-management, mindset, and 
independence. 

Evidence-Based Math Strategies for Elementary 
Students with Learning Disabilities  
Brittney Newcomer, Understood, New York, NY
Bob Cunningham, Understood, New York, NY
Cliff Archey, Understood, New York, NY

Many elementary students struggle to understand math 
concepts like place value and fractions. In this session, 
attendees will explore research-based strategies that help 
all students, especially those with learning disabilities 
understand these concepts. Participants will receive a 
packet of strategies so they may implement new practices 
in their classrooms. 

Vocabulary Instruction to Promote Engaged Learning 
for All Students  
Charlene Cobb, Naropa University, Boulder, CO

How many words should my students learn? What words 
should be selected? How do I hold students accountable? 
This session provides teachers in grades 3-8 with answers 
to these questions and an understanding of vocabulary 
instruction that is deeply engaging and highly effective. 
Multiple strategies and samples will be shared.

Using iBooks to Create Individualized Textbooks for 
Content Classes 
Deane Flood, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT
Conrad Hitchcock Aamodt, Eagle Hill School, 
Greenwich, CT

Learn how to use iBook Author to create highly interactive 
digital textbooks that may be designed for a variety of 
subjects and applications. Simply use “drag and drop” to 
place text and images into custom formats within the iBook 
Author application. Students are engaged and motivated 
by this unique application.

Teaching “Fraction Sense” to Students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD)
Lindy Crawford, ANSERS Institute, Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth, TX

“Fraction sense” can be considered an extension of 
number sense. Students with Mathematics Learning 
Disabilities often fail to understand fractions as numbers. 
In this presentation, participants will learn one approach 
for scaffolding students’ conceptual understanding of 
fractions as numbers. Work samples related to fraction 
comparisons will be shared. 

Cultural Diversity 
Oyejobi Tokunbur, University of Lagos, Lagos, Nigeria

Whatever disability one has, he/she deserves maximum 
love, care, and respect, which will go a long way in erasing 
whatever stigma is credited to these disabilities.

Evidence-Based Math Strategies for Elementary 
Students with Learning Disabilities 
National Center for Learning Disabilities

Many elementary students struggle to understand math 
concepts like place value and fractions. In this session, 
we’ll explore research-based strategies that help all 
students, especially students with learning disabilities 
understand these concepts. Participants will receive a 
packet of strategies so they can implement new practices 
in their classrooms. 
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TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS (continued)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        4:30 PM  –  5:30 PM   

Related Disorders
Maria Donato, MET School of Panama, Panama

Today, it is estimated that around 17% of elementary 
school-aged children present sensory difficulties. For this 
reason, it is important to understand what is going on in 
a child’s brain with these kinds of issues. A dysfunctional 
sensory systems can cause a lot of stress and make his/
her school years a nightmare. However, it doesn’t have 
to be this way. I would like to visually demonstrate the 
difference between a hypersensitive and hyposensitive 
student and what we can do to help. Also, the presenter will 
provide some signs and symptoms commonly seen and 
show how to make easy stimulating sensory instruments 
for your children. 

Diagnosing Decoding Issues in Students of All Ages
Shari Zimmer, Really Great Reading, Cabin John, MD 

When students have decoding weaknesses, they often 
have specific skills that require intervention. Diagnosis 
is important to help teachers pinpoint specific decoding 
weakness in struggling readers and plan effective 
instruction. Participants will leave with a complimentary set 
of decoding surveys attendees can use with an unlimited 
number of students.

Family Literacy Night: Strategies Can Empower 
Families to Help Students
Erica Johnson, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, 
MI

Schools that instruct families about school-based literacy 
practices have increased student literacy achievement. A 
Family Literacy Night was held at a suburban elementary 
school, in order to support or refute the hypothesis that 
providing families with targeted strategies will improve 
their level of empowerment to help students achieve 
literary success.

Prevalence of Learning Disability and Other 
Associated Problems in Primary Government School 
Students in India
Irwanjot Kaur, Punjabi University, Sangria, Punjab, India

While learning disabilities are the most common cause 
of dropping out of school, poor performance and class 
detention among school age children and this disability 
remain undiagnosed which affects the future of the child. 
So, the estimated figure of affected children with learning 
disabilities is necessary so that the preventive measures 
can be taken and the efforts should me made so that 
no child loses out in life due to this invisible handicap. 
By recognizing the affected areas of a child, system of 
education delivery can be changed and achieve equality 
in education for all by adopting various teaching methods 
e.g.: combined integrated learning program (CILP), use 
of flashcards with reading racetrack, problem solving 
approach, computer assisted cognitive training.
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THURSDAY STRANDS

Advocacy/Public Policy TH6, TH13 Mental Health TH12A, TH17 

Assessment/Evaluation TH1 Parents/Families TH5, TH10 

Cultural Diversity TH1, TH4, TH16 Post-Secondary/Adult 
Transition TH11, TH14, TH18 

Early Childhood TH5, TH8 Professional Preparation TH9, TH12 

Environmental/Medical  Related Disorders TH2 

Instruction TH5, TH10, TH12, TH15, TH16 Technology TH3 

Legal Justice TH7 Urban Education TH7, TH8, TH17 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21        8:00 AM –  9:00 AM
TH1 Assement & Evaluation
Assessing English Learners for Special Education 
Identification
Brenda de la Garza,  University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley, Edinburg, TX

During this session, the factors influencing second language 
learning and how this may be misinterpreted as learning 
deficits will be discussed. The principles and strategies 
that all evaluation personnel may use for culturally and 
linguistically fair assessments of English Learners for the 
presence of disabilities will be emphasized.  

Level: Basic

TH2 Related Disorders
Nonverbal Learning Disabilities: Linking Research to 
Practice
Elizabeth Mendelsohn, Winston Preparatory School, 
New York, NY
Dr. Amy Margolis, Columbia University, New York, NY

Educators across the country are challenged with meeting 
the needs of a group of students who struggle with social 
skills, problem-solving, synthesizing information, novel 
tasks, and math concepts. Join the presenters to learn 
more about the cutting-edge research they are conducting 
and how to link research to effective instruction. 

Level: Basic

TH3 Technology
Accessible Math: Create It, Save It, and Use It
Frank Sapp, Touch The Future, Tucker, GA

With Science Technology Engineering Mathematics 
(STEM) careers and education becoming a critical focus, 
it is imperative that students with disabilities be included. 
This presentation will go over what accessible math is, 
what makes it accessible, how to create it and how to use 
it. Software to create accessible math will be shown and 
demonstrated. Software to read accessible math and its 
features will be demonstrated. 

Level: Intermediate

TH4 Cultural Diversity
Social Studies Alive with Dramatic Arts for English 
Language (EL) Learners with Dyslexia 
EunMi Cho, LDA Professional Advisory Board, California 
State University, Sacramento, CA

ELs with dyslexia in over 40 different lessons and three 
case studies became active participants in drama-
based activities. The findings on students’ engagement 
and language development have strong implications for 
effective teaching for this specific population.

Level: Intermediate

TH5 Instruction
Sensory Integration Activities for Learning Disability 
Learners: At Home and School 
Dr. Analisa Smith, LDA Board of Directors, LDA of South 
Carolina, Irmo, SC
Dr. Evie W. Lindberg,  LDA Board of Directors, Oral 
Roberts University, Tulsa, OK

This session will help parents/educators learn about 
sensory needs and opportunities for learners to have 
sensory integration activities that are safe. Idea sharing 
based upon a What if he/she (does) will be presented. 
Ideas will be given for the home and school environments. 
Be prepared for hands-on activities and learning!  

Level: Basic

TH6 Advocacy/Public Policy
Politics and Policy:  Matching Advocacy to the 
Atmosphere!
Myrna Mandlawitz, LDA of America, Washington, DC

No matter the outcome of any election, LDA remains a 
nonpartisan organization.  Therefore, it is critical to our 
advocacy efforts to tailor the message to each member 
of Congress.  This applies also at the state and local 
levels.  Come hear from LDA’s “Washington insider” Policy 
Director Myrna Mandlawitz about how to take the same 
information and present it in a way that will be heard by 
different policymakers with different political positions.  
Learn about how the new 116th Congress may address 
LDA’s priority issues and how YOU can help deliver the 
message!

Level: Basic
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21       9:15 AM – 11:30 AM
JUSTICE COMMITTEE WORKSHOP  

TH7              
9:15 AM - 10:15 AM
    

Disrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline 

Kimberley Spire-Oh, Law Office of Kimberley Spire-Oh, PA, West Palm Beach, FL

Extensive research reveals a high correlation between having Learning Disabilities (LD) and involvement in the school-
to-prison pipeline. Individuals with LDs who are not identified and provided with appropriate interventions are far more 
likely to get involved in the criminal justice system than the general population. This panel discussion will introduce 
participants to programs that are successfully working to disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline. The panel will include 
attorneys who are engaged in systemic and individual advocacy and litigation to protect the rights of LD students 
and ensure they receive the services they need to become successful members of society; a school district special 
education director who has dramatically improved outcomes for at-risk students by changing policies and introducing new 
programs; leaders of a comprehensive community-based program that helps individuals who have been incarcerated 
turn their lives around; and representatives from a community college that is educating former inmates and helping 
them secure a brighter future. The panel will include an open discussion between all participants with the aim of working 
together on future projects around the country.

Level: Intermediate
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21        9:15 AM –  10:15 AM
TH8 Early Childhood
Enhancing Foundational Reading Skills through 
Stories, Songs, and Technology
Ann Marie Borders, The Bach School, Ann Arbor Public 
Schools, Ann Arbor, MI

Educators and parents of pre-Kindergarten through second 
grade students will learn ways to enhance foundational 
reading skills using online blended learning activities, iPad 
apps, music videos, songs, stories and center activities. 
Participants will leave with sample lessons, lists, and links 
of online apps, videos, and stories that children love.

Level: Basic

TH9 Professional Preparation
“Unteachable” A New Film
Anthony Sherin, Independent Filmmaker, Beacon, NY

Participants will view a 12-minute documentary that 
explores the role of relationships in promoting resilience 
in children with learning disabilities. Presentation includes 
a discussion with film subject and the filmmaker, and 
an opportunity for the audience to share strategies that 
promote success through building positive relationships 
between students and teachers. 

Level: Basic

TH10 Instruction
Brain to Page to Stage: The Power of Spoken Word  
Abby Kindelsperger, Wolcott School, Chicago, IL
Ryan Hurnevich, Wolcott School, Chicago, IL

This interactive presentation showcases the power of 
spoken word, particularly for students with learning 
disabilities. Through student writing and curricular 
examples, participants will leave the session with the 
resources to implement spoken word poetry within their 
school or community.

Level: Basic

TH11 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Using Implicit and Semi-Explicit Methods at the SALT 
Center
Stephen Ferris, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ

This presentation will discuss the difficulties of implementing 
explicit methods in a university tutoring program.  It will 
then present some of the implicit methods used at the 
SALT Center, including demonstrations and audience 
participation, while describing the advantages that these 
methods provide for both peer tutors and students.   

Level: Intermediate

TH12 Instruction
Top 10 Insights from 40 years in the Field
Dr. Karen MacMillan, Foothills Academy, Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada
Simon Williams, Foothills Academy, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada

As the Executive Directors of Foothills Academy, we are 
excited to share 10 principles of working with the LD/
ADHD population, collected from the 40 years our school 
has been open. We will share practical examples of each 
insight and demonstrate their alignment with current 
educational and psychological research.

Level: Intermediate

TH12A Mental Health
When Worrying Takes Over: Helping Kids with ADHD 
and LD Overcome Anxiety and Build Resiliency
Dr. Sharon Saline, Smith College, Northhampton, MA

The presenter, author of “What your ADHD Child Wishes 
You Knew,” discusses how anxiety works and what 
parents, coaches and clinicians can do to help kids reduce 
their worries.  She will teach participants effective ways to 
assist anxious kids to change their relationship to worry, 
avoid the pitfalls of negative thinking and build life-long 
resiliency.

Level: Intermediate
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21       10:30 AM – 11:30 AM
TH14 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Successful Transitions to College: Start Early and 
Practice for Success
Duane Meeks Ph.D., Palm Beach Atlantic University, 
West Palm Beach, FL 
Janice Meeks, Potentia Academy, Greenacres, FL
Anne Coughlin, Potentia Academy, Greenacres, FL

The transition to postsecondary education for unique 
learners is often a daunting, stressful experience. This is 
especially so when the transition is undertaken without 
careful planning. The presenters will offer a long-term 
strategy, starting in the freshman year of high school, to 
reduce stress and increase the likelihood of collegiate 
success.   

Level: Intermediate

TH15 Instruction
Full STEAM Ahead! 
Sarah Harris, The Bedford School, Fairburn, GA

Using Science Technology Engineering Mathematics 
(STEM) activities to build intrinsic motivation and foster a 
sense of competency in students with learning disabilities. 
This session will outline the challenges faced by children 
with learning disabilities in traditional science programs, 
and will demonstrate how STEM education builds 
executive function skills, autonomy, and independence in 
students with learning disabilities (LD).     

Level: Intermediate

TH16 Instruction
Initiative for Developing Fluency through English 
Enrichment for Students with English Language 
Learners (ELL)/Learning Disabilities (LD) during the 
Summer
Matthew Meyers, Valley View ISD, Pharr, TX
Perla Del Angel, Valley View ISD, Pharr, TX

This session will give an overview of how the summer 
enrichment program was implemented, the successful 
results obtained for English Language (EL) Learning 
Disabilities (LD), and future expectations.  A discussion 
will be conducted regarding potential pitfalls of program 
implementation and how similar successful programs can 
be initiated.   

Level: Intermediate

TH17 Mental Health
Addressing the Social-Emotional Challenges 
Associated with Learning Disabilities (LD)
Cheryl Chase, Chasing Your Potential, Independence, 
OH

Children with LDs are prone to developing learned 
helplessness, a condition in which the child displays 
passive resignation to events and stops putting forth 
effort, appearing unmotivated. This talk will describe this 
condition, introduce the notion of a Growth Mindset, and 
offer strategies to boost resilience in children with LDs.   

Level: Basic

TH18 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Transitioning Teens with Language-Based Learning 
Disabilities to College
Daniel Franklin, Ph.D., Franklin Educational Services, 
Inc., Los Angeles, CA

This session will provide participants with an overview 
of the many challenges faced by teens with language-
based learning disabilities as they transition to college. 
Participants will learn how to identify these challenges, 
build a successful transition team to address these 
challenges, monitor progress, and react to unanticipated 
challenges. 

Level: Intermediate
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
$55 Individual Membership (includes annual national, state, and local dues where applicable)
$25 Student Membership *Must include verification of student status with photo ID and current school schedule 

showing full-time status at an accredited college or university*
(Please note that Organizational Memberships are also available. For $300, organizations receive 5 memberships and a 
subscription to the LDA Journal, Learning Disabilities: A Multidisciplinary Journal. Please visit www.ldaamerica.org or 
contact info@ldaamerica.org or (412) 341-1515 for more information.)

Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ________ Zip: ______________
Email: ________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________

(Please check all that apply)
I am a(n):  individual with LD  professional ( mental health  medical)  educator ( early childhood          
 elementary  middle  high school  post-secondary)  school administrator  family member of an 
individual with LD  parent of an individual with LD  Other ___________________________

I heard about LDA membership from:  national website  local affiliate  social media  school  friend        
 conference  other_____________________________

Membership type:  new member  renewal 

Are you interested in getting involved with LDA in your state?  Yes, I want to volunteer for leadership 
opportunities for the LDA affiliate in my state.  Maybe, I'd like more information first.  No, thank you, not at 
this time.

Is this membership a gift:  yes  no
If yes, please provide your information:

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________

Enclosed is:
 $55 yearly dues or  $25 full-time yearly student dues (must provide proof of student status as noted above)
 Please add a subscription to the LDA Journal, "Learning Disabilities: A Multi Disciplinary Journal" for only
    $50 per year
 Please accept my tax deductible donation of $_______

Total Enclosed: _____________________ Check #: _____________________

Please note: LDA does not accept purchase orders for membership dues. All sales are final. Membership is non-refundable. If you wish 
to purchase your membership via Credit Card, please either use our secure online system at https://ldaamerica.org/membership/join-
lda or call the number below and our staff will be glad to help.

Please send completed form and check by mail to:
LDA ● 4156 Library Road, Suite 3 ● Pittsburgh, PA  15234

Register via credit card online at https://ldaamerica.org/membership/join-lda
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DESTINATION AND TRAVEL INFORMATION 
 

Discover the new Fort Worth, Texas – the perfect Texan getaway with an eclectic cultural scene. The famed 
Stockyards National Historic District showcases rich western heritage along with the world’s largest honky-tonk 
and a twice-daily cattle drive. The city is home to a thriving Cultural District, one of the largest of its kind in the 
nation featuring five internationally recognized museums including the Kimbell Art Museum and the Modern Art 
Museum. A new epicenter of emerging artists can be found at The Foundry District’s Inspiration Alley.  

Fort Worth’s Sundance Square as well as new sister districts Clearfork and Westbend have premier shopping, 
diverse dining, and lively entertainment and nightlife spots. Keeping travelers’ culinary palates satisfied is one 
of Fort Worth’s finest “restaurant rows” on Magnolia Street, in addition to local breweries and the new 112-acre 
whiskey wonderland “Whiskey Ranch”.   For the active traveler, the city’s location along the Trinity River 
features many opportunities for fun on the water including stand-up paddling, kayaking or canoeing, fishing and 
free concerts on the river. Fort Worth, designated as the first music-friendly community in Texas, also offers 
music lovers a range of country western music, R&B, indie rock, opera and more within super-casual outdoor 
venues and grand music halls.  

LDA conference events will take place in the Omni Fort Worth Hotel: 1300 Houston St, Fort Worth, TX 76102 
Phone: (817) 535-6664 

 
HOUSING ACCOMODATIONS 
We wish to share important information to facilitate the hotel booking process for your LDAs 56th Annual 
International Conference. Hotel reservations should be made as soon as possible since there are limited 
rooms available at the special group rate of $189.00 single/double occupancy. All room rates are subject 
to state, local, and occupancy taxes in effect in Fort Worth.  
 
To book a room, simply log onto LDA’s website at https://ldaamerica.org/conference for a direct link to the 
Omni Fort Worth Hotel or call the hotel directly at (817) 535-6664. If you call the hotel directly, you must 
reference the group meeting LDA to secure the discounted room rate of $189.00.  
 
All reservations MUST be made by January 2, 2019 or before the group room block is sold out. 
Prevailing rates may apply after this date or when the group rooms are sold out, whichever occurs first. Rooms 
are subject to availability. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport is the primary international airport serving the Dallas–Fort Worth 
metroplex area in the U.S. state of Texas. It is the largest hub for American Airlines, which is headquartered 
near the airport. There are three suggested airport transportation methods from DFW to the Omni Fort Worth 
Hotel: 

1. Shared-Ride Shuttle Service: Yellow Checker Shuttle provides transportation services to and from the 
Fort Worth central business district and Downtown. Shuttles leave every 15 minutes from the Airport 
from stalls 3 through 10. Shuttle fare is $16.50 per person. You can contact Yellow Checker Shuttle at 
(214) 841-1900 or visit their website at http://www.yellowcheckershuttle.com/ 

2. Taxi: A DFW Airport Guest Assistant is available at taxi stands between 8am and 12am (midnight) to 
help control the flow and ensure that you are placed with a taxi.  If you have a special request for a taxi 
after midnight, dial (972) 973-4061 to request one.  Taxi service is available on the upper level 
terminals A, B, C, &E, and on the lower level terminal D. 

3. Uber: Download the UBER app to your smart phone and enter your destination, Omni Fort Worth Hotel. 
Confirm your pickup location and the app will indicate the cost (based on availability). Average Uber 
rates are commonly between $18.00 - $30.00 per ride. 
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REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
LDA strongly encourages you to register online at www.LDAAmerica.org/conference/
Or if you choose, you may register by mail if paying by check you may mail the completed pre-registration form and 
your check to:

LDA 2019 International Conference
Registration Chair
4156 Library Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15234

Register early to ensure that you are enrolled in the sessions of your choice. All attendees are welcome to pre-
register for any session or workshop. The session level designation will allow attendees to make a more informed 
decision on their choices: Basic (beginner focus, minimal background on topic necessary); Intermediate (more 
experienced focus, required basic background on topic); or Advanced (expert/practiced focus).

Attention students: only FULL-TIME students are eligible for the student rate. These registrations cannot be 
submitted online. The pre-registration page, along with a photocopy of your current student ID and a photocopy of 
your enrollment showing your current schedule, must all be submitted together either online or the U.S. postal 
service.

Attention schools: if you are registering attendees using a school purchase order, you must either fax the forms in 
or send them via the U.S. postal service.

LDA Fax (412) 344-0224
LDA Federal ID # 23-7088242

For registration questions, please contact the LDA National Office at (412) 341-1515 or info@ldaamerica.org

ON-SITE REGISTRATION
There will be on-site registration available, but you will not be able to register specific sessions at that time. On-site 
registration is on a first-come, first-served basis.

On-Site Registration Hours:
Sunday, February 17th 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM Wednesday, February 20th 7:30 AM – 3:00 PM
Monday, February 18th 7:30 AM – 5:00 PM Thursday, February 21st    7:30 AM – 11:00 AM
Tuesday, February 19th 7:30 AM – 5:00 PM

POINTS TO REMEMBER
• US Funds only. Checks payable to LDA.
• Membership in LDA is not required for attendance at sessions or other events, however non-members are 

urged to consider the benefits of LDA membership.
• ALL registration correspondence must be received in Pittsburgh no later than February 15, 2019.
• Admittance to all sessions, workshops, exhibit hall, and bookstore requires a registration badge.

CANCELLATION REFUND POLICY
Request must be received on or before December 1, 2018. A $25.00 registration processing fee will be deducted. 
Send written request to address above. No refunds after December 1, 2018.

SPECIAL EVENT TICKETS
Tickets for the separate fee events (Adult Luncheon, Tuesday’s Special Event) may be purchased via the Pre-
Registration Form. Tickets are limited and may not be available for purchase on-site. Tickets to these events are 
non-refundable.

The Learning Disabilities Association of America and the Omni Fort Worth Hotel accommodate individuals 
with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations may be requested prior to January 4, 2019, but LDA cannot 
guarantee services requested after that date.

Photo Release: LDA and its legal representatives and assigns, retain the right and permission to publish, without 
charge, photographs taken during this event. These photographs may be used in publications, including electronic 
publications, or in audio-visual presentations, promotional literature, advertising, or in other similar ways.
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LEARNING DISABILITIES ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
2019 CONFERENCE PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 

Mail to:   LDA 2019 International Conference 
 PO Box 10369 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15234-1349 

Register Online:  
http://www.ldaamerica.org/conference 

REGISTRANT INFORMATION 
Last name: First: Initial: 

 
I need reasonable accommodations: 

  

Street address: Office / Cell phone no.: Home phone no.: 

 (          ) (          ) 

Suite or Apt #: City: State: ZIP Code: 

    

Email: 

I am a…(please check all that apply):    

 LDA Member   Non-Member  Conference Speaker  Parent  Professional  LD Adult  Student 
If you checked LDA Member above, please enter your Member ID here:  
(If you are not a member, or would like to renew your membership, please include the membership form in this book with your registration and dues) 
 

LIST 1ST AND 2ND CHOICE – SESSION NUMBER ONLY 
Please note: some sessions and workshops cut across multiple time frames on a day. 

            
 MONDAY   TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY  
 1ST 2ND   1ST 2ND   1ST 2ND   1ST 2ND  
8:00 
9:00   

 8:00 
9:15 

KEYNOTE 
SESSION 

 8:00 
9:15 

KEYNOTE 
SESSION 

 8:00 
9:00   

 

9:15 
10:15   

 9:45 
10:45   

 9:45 
10:45   

 9:15 
10:15   

 

10:30 
11:30   

 11:00 
12:00   

 11:00 
12:00   

 10:30 
11:30   

 

11:30 
1:00 

VISIT 
EXHIBITS 

 12:00 
1:30 

VISIT 
EXHIBITS 

 12:00 
1:30 

VISIT 
EXHIBITS 

 Please Note:  
It is not necessary to 

register for Poster 
Sessions.  

 
Some sessions and 

workshops cut across 
multiple time frames on 

a day. 

 

1:00 
2:00   

 1:30 
2:30   

 1:30 
2:30   

  

2:15 
3:15   

 3:00 
4:00   

 2:45 
4:15   

  

4:15 
5:30 

KEYNOTE 
SESSION 

 4:15 
5:15   

 4:30 
5:30   

  

                
 

REGISTRATION FEES 
Please check either Full Conference or Single Days, as appropriate 

 FULL CONFERENCE (4 DAYS) On or Before 
2/2/2019 

After  
2/2/2019 

 

   Member* $340 $375 $  
   Non-Member $490 $525 $  
   Student Member Rate** $125 $125 $  
   Student Non-Member Rate** $175 $175 $  
** Student members much attach verification of full-time student status at time of registration. 

OR 
 SINGLE DAY(S) REGISTRATION (please choose your day(s) below – check each that applies and if you choose more than one day, 

remember to multiply by that number of days please) 
 Member*:  Monday   Tuesday  Wednesday $200 $250 $  
 Member*:  Thursday $100 $125 $  
 Non-Member*:  Monday   Tuesday  Wednesday  $250 $275 $  
 Non-Member*:  Thursday $125 $150 $  
 ADDITIONAL OPTIONS AVAILABLE    
   Adult Luncheon $40 $40 $  
   Tuesday Special Event $75 $75 $  
  I’d like to make a tax-deductible donation to LDA   $  
   TOTAL FEES: $ 

 

Please use this form only if you’re paying via mail, with a check or purchase order. 
 



67

2019 LDA International Conference  
4156 Library Road   
Pittsburgh, PA 15234   

Use your smart phone and 
scan  the above QR code to 

access the  latest conference 
information!

Fort Worth, TX
February 18-21, 2019

Registration discounts for LDA members!

Not a member? Join TODAY!


