


Quick facts and contact details
Congress dates 
Monday 12th November 2018 to 
Thursday 15th November 2018
Timing to be announced 

Exhibition dates
Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 
14th November 2018 
10:15am to 4:00pm  

Connect with us 
       @worldautismorganisation 

       @WAO2018

www.worldautismorganisation.com 

Contact details
Sponsorship and Exhibit team
WAO2018logistics@
worldautismorganisation.com

Language of the congress
The official language of 
WAO18 is English with certain 
presentations in Spanish.

Congress Venue  
& Host Hotel
The Marriott Marquis  
Hotel Houston 
1777 Walker Street,  
Houston, TX, 77010 USA
+1-713-654-1777

www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/houmq-
marriott-marquis-houston/

Official Congress Hotels
Embassy Suites Hampton Inn
1515 Dallas St,  
Houston, TX 77010, USA
+1 713-739-9100
http://embassysuites3.hilton.com/ 
en/hotels/texas/embassy-suites-by-
hilton-houston-downtown-HOUDNES/
index.html

Holiday Inn
1616 Main St,  
Houston, TX 77002, USA 
+1 713-658-8888
www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/
houston/houhi/hoteldetail/hotel-reviews 
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Welcome from the WAO
Dear Friends & Colleagues,

It gives us great pleasure to invite you to the 5th World Autism Organisation 
(WAO) Congress that will be hosted in Houston, Texas, 12–15 November 2018. 

The World Autism Organisation (WAO) was founded in 1998 by a group of 
parents who were all too aware of the unequal spread and inadequacy of 
appropriate support and services in many countries to meet these needs. 
Although essentially still a parent-based organisation, the WAO now has 
professional members and people with autism who have identified with the 
organisation’s mission. 

The WAO has hosted international congresses in Australia (2002), South 
Africa (2006), Monterrey (2010) and Kuwait (2014), leaving behind a legacy of 
knowledge, expertise and ideas. 

Historically, the WAO international congresses attract 1000–1500 delegates 
from many countries around the world and with Houston being such a terrific 
host city with good access by air and other travel options, we are confident 
that there will be even greater participation. 

The number of children and adults being diagnosed with Autism or a related 
condition is increasing dramatically throughout the world. There is thus a 
desperate need for parents, family members, professionals, as well as people 
with autism, to be empowered with knowledge to optimise outcomes for all 
individuals with Autism.

Thank you for your interest and we look forward to meeting you in Houston,  
in 2018!

Jill Stacey | President: WAO
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Salutations to all from 
the 2018 World Autism 
Congress – this time in 
Houston, Texas!
It is my honor to welcome you to a unique international event dedicated to 
promoting awareness, acceptance, and appreciation of individuals on the 
autism spectrum.  

Our efforts in conjunction with other organizations on developing world wide 
awareness of autism has built a firm foundation towards acceptance of people 
on the autism spectrum.  With that acceptance comes working with the 
characteristics of autism for promoting success in education, employment, family 
life, and involvement on the community. Already I am seeing glimmers of the 
appreciation of people with autism where organizations such as SAP, Microsoft, 
Ernst & Young Accounting, and others actively seek autistic employees for the 
contributions they are able to make – because they have autism. 

Our part in the 5th World Autism Organisation Congress means continuing 
to increase meaningful involvement of people on the autism spectrum as 
presenters at the WAO Congress. Be it as a presenter, audience participant, 
vendor, or other interested person, please join forces with us in making fulfilling 
and productive lives for people on the autism spectrum around the globe the 
rule rather than the exception.  

Best wishes,

Stephen Shore

www.autismasperger.net Assistant Professor – Special Education at  
Adelphi UniversityAuthor – Beyond the Wall: Personal Experiences with 
Autism and Asperger SyndromeAuthor and Contributor –  
Ask and Tell: Self-Advocacy and Disclosure for people on the Autism 
SpectrumCoauthor –  College for Students with Disabilities Coauthor – 
Understanding Autism for DummiesCo-featured – Living along the Autism 
Spectrum: What it means to have Autism or Asperger Syndrome (DVD)
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Houston, Texas, USA
America’s fourth-largest city is a cosmopolitan destination, filled with world-
class dining, arts, hotels, shopping and nightlife. There’s always something to 
do in this city where Southern hospitality meets urban chic.

Houston enjoys state-of-the-art facilities set in a world-class environment. From 
the Super Bowl to the variety of events and celebrations taking place in the 
city, meeting planners and delegates around the world recognize Houston as a 
top destination for major events and successful happenings.

The original town center is two blocks from Allen’s Landing, where the city’s 
founders—the entrepreneurial Allen brothers from New York—landed in 1836, 
determined to create the city of the future. Making a comeback as a gathering 
place for residents and visitors alike, the urban green space was redeveloped 
as a truly diverse place featuring artwork, performance stage, plaza, dog run, 
bike share program, meditation garden, and surrounded by restaurants, bars, 
shops, the newly renovated Hotel ICON, and the stylish Crystal Ballroom at the 
historic Rice Hotel.

Discovery Green, is a 12-acre urban park with a Gold rating from the LEED 
Green Building Rating System. The park offers restaurants, an amphitheater, 
picnic areas, a dog run, pond, putting green, bocce courts, jogging trail, 
playground, and many beautiful vibrant green spaces—and Wi-Fi.

With over 5,000 Houston restaurants serving hearty Texan and New American 
cuisine, delegates are spoiled for choice. 

In the upcoming years Houston will host a variety of major events including:

• World’s Championship Bar-B-Que Contest 
• Houston International Jazz Festival 
• Tour de Houston
• Houston Children’s Festival 
• WorldFest: Houston International Film Festival
• Houston Art Fair 

And many more!
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The Congress Venue 
Houston’s boldest new hotel will bring sponsors, exhibitors and delegates 
into the center of downtown Houston’s bustling energy. Here they can explore 
new possibilities in an urban oasis that captures the bold spirit of Texas while 
embracing the best of Southern hospitality.

As the newest addition to the scenic Houston skyline, the Marriott Marquis 
features a unique Texas-shaped lazy river near which delegates can enjoy a 
cocktail at High Dive bar, or make a splash in the heated infinity pool—all on 
the hotel’s rooftop overlooking Discovery Green Park.

With international airports located less than 22, 17 and 9.8 miles from 
downtown, the congress venue is a hub for culture and business easily 
connected to the rest of the city.

Over 1,000 modern guest rooms including 40 premium suites, a full-service 
spa, a 24-hour fitness center, ergonomic workspaces, modern technologies 
and stunning views of Downtown Houston will make the Marriott Marquis 
Houston hotel a venue to be remembered. 
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Why support the 2018 
WAO Congress?
The WAO believes it is essential to strive for global 
improvement to lives of people diagnosed with autism or a 
related condition.

Every four years the WAO hosts an International Congress 
within or close to lower-resourced population groups, with 
the main goal being to leave behind a legacy of improved 
resources and knowledge, as well as facilitate new ongoing 
relationships of support and empowerment. Corporate 
sponsorship is sought in an endeavour to make the congress 
accessible to those the event aims to assist. 

The theme for the 2018 Congress is “Closing the Gap” 
between those who have access to resources and those who 
have minimal or even no access to resources. Additionally, 
bridging the gap that often is found between parents, 
professionals and those in the research field.

The WAO also intends to make a positive impact on services 
and understanding. This congress is focused on facilitating 
joint meetings of people on the autism spectrum, their families, 
researchers and professionals from all over the world that 
always provides a perfect platform for sharing experiences, 
mutual support and of course socialising and relaxing with 
fellow companions.

In addition to reaching a specific target audience and 
displaying your products and services, supporting the WAO 
International Congress is a great way to show your support 
to an event that, not only aims at furthering the scientific 
research but also will endeavour to showcase practical 
aspects to improve the quality of life for all.

Historically, many companies, organizations and research 
institutes have benefited by their involvement with the WAO 
International Congresses which we believe will be even of 
greater worth at the 2018 Congress in Houston.
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Who attends the  
WAO Congresses?
The 5th World Autism Organisation will welcome children, adults and young 
people with Autism, their families, friends and industry professionals and offer 
them a platform to exchange, discover and share about treatment, education, 
research, and advocacy.

The WAO congress typical delegate demographics are:

• People on the Autism Spectrum
• Parents and Family affected by Autism
• Educators (teachers, classroom assistants, lecturers and instructors)
• Therapists: Physical, occupational, speech and language, behavioural  

and other specialities
• Psychologists (clinical, educational, researchers)
• Sociologists
• Service providers (residential, day, vocational, specialist)
• Leaders and Members of autism focused groups
• Physicians, dietitians, nutritionists and related professionals
• Politicians and policy advisors (National, regional, specialist)
• Journalists and other authors
• Current and Potential employers
• Job coaches and support staff
• Researchers in all related disciplines

What will be talked about at WAO 2018:
The precise content of the programme will depend upon the proposals 
received. The committee will devise a programme to include the most 
important, interesting and potentially useful ideas and techniques from around 
the world. The programme will include:

• Personal Experiences and Advice
• Neurology and Neuro-development
• Sensory problems and how to resolve them
• Sociology: bullying, issues with the law, sexuality and marriage
• Home and school programmes for children and teenagers
• Social skill acquisition and use, independence skills, travel, budgeting  

and handling finances
• Dealing with co-morbidities: depression, epilepsy, obsessionalities
• Early diagnosis and start-up programmes
• Developments in services for children, adults and elderly people
• Augmentation and Alternative Communication in Autism
• Autism in the Workplace 
• Rights and Legislative Initiatives
• Current research programmes from around the world
• Anything else which is interesting, entertaining or promising

95th International Congress 2018



Sponsorship Entitlement and Benefits 
This congress offers beneficial exhibit and sponsorship opportunities as shown below. We also invite you to highlight 
your specific needs and we will work with you to customize a solution that aligns with your brand’s objectives.

BENEFITS AND 
ENTITLEMENTS

PLATINUM  
USD $25,000

GOLD  
USD $20,000

SILVER  
USD $15,000

BRONZE  
USD $10,000

FRIENDS  
USD $5,000

Exhibition 

Exhibition space with 
premium location p p p

Extended Exposure 

Delegate list* p p p p

Full congress registrations 3 2 1

WAO18 e-newsletter / 
website banner ads 5 3 2 1

Final program ad space 
and premium listing

Outside back 
cover/Inside 
front cover

Full page Half page Quarter page

Logo and link on the 
WAO18 website p p p p p

Delegate bag insert p p p p p

Houston Skyline Welcome 
Reception tickets 5 4 3 2 1

Texas Western  
Experience  tickets 3 2 1

Logo on all onsite signage p p p p

Logo on partner reel in 
plenary sessions p p p p

50-word organisation 
description, and logo in 
the WAO18 final program 
and mobile app

p p p p p

*To be provided to sponsor post-congress
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Prime Sponsorship Opportunities 
SPONSORSHIP PROPERTIES PRICE 

Spark Talks Overall Sponsor 
Spark Talks are concise, provocative, engaging and knowledgeable talks that will take place 
on the congress stage located in the center of the exhibition floor. There will be:

• Debates
• Live Product Presentations
• Short Panel Discussions
• Live Polling etc.

The Spark Talk overall sponsor will have the opportunity to develop a 20 to 30-minute session 
to be delivered on the branded congress stage. The sponsor will be recognized online and on 
any branding throughout the venue. 

Alternatively, sponsors will be able to support individual 20 minute sessions within the Spark 
Talk program.

$10,000  
(includes 2 sessions)

OR

$1,000 / 20-minute 
session

Event Space 
Event space will be an exclusive opportunity for companies to showcase their research, 
programs and products to a targeted audience via live sessions, presentations, talks and 
interactive workshops.

Contact us  
for pricing

Technology Sponsor (Congress WIFI + Congress App)
As technology and connectivity continue to become a necessity for congress delegates, the 
Technology Sponsor exclusivity presents a great opportunity to improve brand recognition. 
Included in the Technology sponsor package:

• Company logo on all Wi-Fi signs at the venue and on the company website
• Company logo on the congress App and Splash page recognition viewed every time a 

delegate logs into the congress app
• Exclusive clickable header banner in activity feed
• Featured section in the app menu bar which will include company details, images, links, 

document links and additional features based on requests
• Push notification alerts sent out with promotional captions
• On-site recognition through signage, final program, email newsletters, website and 

presentation reel where the congress app is mentioned

$15,000

Congress Lanyard 
This opportunity will offer premium exposure to your brand throughout the congress as every 
delegate, sponsor, speaker and volunteer must wear their badge and lanyard throughout the 
congress and exhibition floors.

$15,000

International Networking Square 
Without a doubt, one of the most popular networking spaces at the congress, this uniquely 
branded area will offer a variety of lounge seating and branded charging stations that the 
sponsor may use to share company and/or product information.

$20,000
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SPONSORSHIP PROPERTIES PRICE 

Poster Lounge 
Our poster area will be in the exhibit hall for delegates to review all the poster presentations. 
This is an opportunity for a sponsor to align their brand with global thought leaders and 
scientific advances in the world of autism.

$10,000

Water Stations (6 available) 
Water stations will be branded and located across the exhibition floor for delegates 
(congress and members of the public) to help themselves throughout the duration of the 
congress.

$7,000

Delegate Pens and Note Pads 
Delegate pens and note pads will be offered to every delegate upon their arrival at the 
congress.

$5,000

Delegate Bags 
Canvas bags will be distributed to every delegate. It is a great way to showcase your 
brand as most delegates will also go on tours and field trips outside the congress venue, 
giving exposure to your brand across the city.

$15,000

SOCIAL EVENTS PRICE 

Refreshment Breaks (6 available)
The refreshment breaks will provide sponsors with the unique opportunity to be recognized as 
a congress break supporter.

$5,000 each

Houston Skyline Welcome Reception
The 2-hour reception will feature an array of food & beverage offerings and live Entertainment 
on the rooftop patio of the Marriott Marquis Houston Hotel overlooking the Discovery Green 
Park. The sponsor of the reception will benefit from extended exposure before (through 
promotional marketing) and during the event that will welcome delegates and their families to 
enjoy the unique heated Texas-shaped lazy river. 

$25,000

Lunches
The Lunch sponsor will have the opportunity to offer lunch to all delegates while raising brand 
awareness and interacting with a targeted audience. 

$20,000

Texas Western Experience 
The formal ticketed themed evening will take place on Wednesday 14th, November 2018  
at an offsite venue and feature a delicious Texan dinner, entertainment and activities for 
the whole family such as rodeo clowns, rolo roper, mechanical bucking bulls and Western 
Olympics. The event will gather delegates and exhibitors for a fun and relaxing event.  
The sponsor of the Western Experience evening will benefit from extended brand exposure, 
before and during the event. 

$35,000
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ADVERTISING PRICE 

Final Programme Advertising 
There are a variety of advertising options available in the WAO International Congress 2018 
final program.

From $1,000 to $2,500

Venue Advertising Decals and Stickers
Venue advertising provides a high level of exposure throughout the venue, to WAO18’s 
delegates but also to any additional visitors of the Marriott Marquis Houston hotel across  
the 4 days of the congress:

• Window clings
• Hanging banners
• Escalator sign bands
• Atrium floor decal
• Pillar wraps

 
 

From $2,500
From $3,000
From $5,000
From $10,000
From $7,500

Digital Advertising 
App Sponsored Posts

• Banner ad
• Document download
• Gallery promotional

$250/day
$375/day
$250/day

Branded Emails

Option 1: Group Email
• Your message (2 paragraph, logo and link to your organisation’s website) included in group 

email with no more than four other organisations.
• Available before or after congress

Option 2: Private Email
• Your message sent alone to congress delegates
• Available before or after congress

$450

 

$750

Website Banner Ads

Scrolling
• Inside 45 days
• Outside 45 days

Side small
• Inside 45 days
• Outside 45 days

Side medium
• Inside 45 days
• Outside 45 days

Side large
• Inside 45 days
• Outside 45 days

$475
$325

$275
$175

$325
$225

$375
$275

E-Newsletter Banner Ads

• Banner
• Article
• Footer

$500/ distribution
$250/ distribution
$375/ distribution
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ADDITIONAL ITEMS OFFERING GREAT COMPANY PROMOTION OPPORTUNITIES 
The WAO International Congress 2018 will also offer the following items as additional 
sponsorship opportunities specifically tailored to delegates on the autism spectrum. These 
provide a wonderful opportunity for providers of Low Arousal Equipment providers to display 
their products and thus showcase their benefits. 

PRICE 

The Quiet Lounge*
The Quiet Lounge will cater to people with Autism who need a break from the hustle and bustle. 
This space is a place to withdraw and stim without talking or engaging. If you’re looking for 
somewhere to avoid becoming overwhelmed, the Quiet Lounge may work well for you. There 
are no sharp light contrasts here. Squishy balls, weighted blankets, pictures of breathing 
techniques and other calming aids are available. 

$15,000

The Distraction Space* 
The Distraction space is a specially designed area for people with Autism that includes a 
variety of lights, colours, sounds, soft play objects, aromas and other items for fidgeting and 
fiddling, all within a safe environment. It is as fine to chat in this room, as it is to keep to oneself. 
The room also contains a peanut ball, a weighted blanket, complicated 3D puzzles and blocks. 

$15,000

* Sponsors will be offered direction from people with Autism and acknowledged providers  
of Low Arousal Environment and Equipment.
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Why exhibit at the  
2018 WAO congress? 
• Meet over 1,300 professionals and individuals to share, exchange and  

aim to close the gap between the scientific and practical aspects of the  
autism spectrum

• Enjoy positive brand association by participating in a congress focused on 
maximizing the quality of life for people on the autism spectrum and for their 
families and caregivers

• Extensive marketing and networking opportunities via a variety of channels
• Display your products and services to a hand picked targeted audience of key 

decision makers
• Event and office space located in close proximity to the exhibition hall for 

continuous traffic flow
• Make the most of an interactive exhibition hall enhanced with activities for children 

and families, e-poster presentations, new product live presentations and more!

What to expect at WAO 2018
• Plenary and breakaway sessions
• Spark Talks and short interactive sessions 
• Live product demonstrations 
• Social and Refreshment times for beneficial networking
• Poster presentations 
• Entertainment area for children 
• Creativity stations
• Quiet spaces and Distraction rooms

What’s included in your exhibitor package:
• 6' x 2' table, 2 fabric chairs and 1 waste basket 
• Draped 8' high back wall
• Access to basic power
• Secured exhibit space for the duration of the move-in/move-out
• Daily vacuuming of aisles and general housekeeping of the exhibit common areas
• General show lighting for all the event areas
• A company listing in the Congress Program
• Refreshment Breaks and access to the Welcome Reception
• (2) Exhibit Area Only passes per 10’ x 10’ booth space 
• Exhibitor rates for any additional congress registration 

ITEM PRICE 

Corner Premium (10’x10’) $2,100*

Exhibit booth only (10’x10’) $1,800*

Non-profit organisation (8’x10’) $1,100*

Raw Space (based on a minimum of 200sf) $15/sf*

* Please note that these are provisional prices which will be reviewed on a regular  
basis to ensure they are in line with currency and inflation fluctuations.

Save the 
dates! 
Abstract 
Submission  
Site Opened
Since November 21, 
2016

Abstract  
Submission 
Deadline
December 31, 2017

Acceptance 
Notifications
March 31, 2018

Registration Opens
January 24, 2018

Early Bird 
Registration Closes 
June 28, 2018

Contact  
us today 
To learn more about the 
sponsorship and exhibit 
opportunities, or to book at 
the 2018 WAO congress 
please email or phone:

WAO2018logistics@
worldautismorganisation.com
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